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Scots on the Move

The Last of the Clan (1865), by Thomas Faed 3

ÅPolitical, religious, and economic turmoil in Britain beginning in the 17th century had a big impact on the 
Scottish population driving many to emigrate to avoid persecution and economic hardship.

ÅThe Wars of Three Kingdoms between 1639 and 1653 pitted Covenanters of the Presbyterian Kirk against 
Catholics and supporters of the Royalist cause of the Stuart monarchy. While the wars in England were 
fought along gentlemanly lines, depredation and massacre were recurrent features of the conflict north of 
the border forcing many Scots to flee, while many of the vanquished were deported as prisoners of war. 

ÅThe Acts of Union of 1707, which united the Parliaments of Scotland and England, prompted more affluent 
Scots to leave due to loss of political influence and economic opportunity

ÅThe failed Jacobite rebellions from 1689 to 1746 ushered in the collapse of the Highland clan system along 
with Highland culture.  English reprisals in the aftermath of the 1745 rebellion led to executions, 
imprisonment, and seizure of estates of Jacobite sympathizers, leaving many of their families homeless and 
destitute.

ÅBy the mid-18th century,  increasing socio-economic pressures from famine, food shortages, private debt, 
bankruptcies, overpopulation, and industrialization necessitated the rise of commercial landlordism and 
subsequent dispossession of land and depopulation. This period known as the Highland Clearances lasted 
through much of the 19th century and is believed to have displaced as many as 150,000 Scots



Scottish Diaspora
ÅConcurrent to this turbulent period, was the rise of British colonialism. As early as the 15th century, 

Britain began to establish small trading posts and settlements in the Americas, Africa, and Asia. By the 
18th and 19th ĦĲŰƣƨƖŔĲƚЯШ7ƖŔƣċŔŰШőċĬШĤĲĦŸůĲШƣőĲШƽŸƖũĬќƚШũċƖŊĲƚƣШĲůƓŔƖĲЮ

ÅThe first documented Scottish settlement in North America was Nova Scotia (New Scotland) in 1629.  
James I issued a charter for the colony in 1621 to Sir William Alexander, but it took him until 1629 to 
ƚƨĦĦĲƚƚŉƨũũǃШŸĦĦƨƓǃШƣőĲШƣĲƖƖŔƣŸƖǃЮШÑőĲШĦŸũŸŰǃќƚШĦőċƖƣĲƖШůċĬĲШ ŸƻċШÉĦŸƣŔċШƓċƖƣШŸŉШůċŔŰũċŰĬШÉĦŸƣũċŰĬ

ÅDuring the 18th and 19th centuries, it is estimated that between 1.5 and 2 million Scots emigrated from 
Scotland.  Many Scots sought new opportunities within the colonies of North America (U.S. and 
Canada), Australia, and other parts of the vast British empire.  

Å In 1700 the population of Scots in the American colonies was around 7,500, or 3% of the population.  By 
1790 the number of Scots and Scots-Irish in the first US census grew to over 450,000 or 14% of the U.S. 
population. 

Å In the 2020 census, Americans who identified as being of Scottish descent totaled 5.2 million,  
outnumbering the number of native Scots in Scotland. The total number of Americans that can claim 
Scottish ancestry is estimated to be 20 to 25 million.  

ÅWorldwide the Scottish diaspora is thought to be as high as 80 million

British Empire 16th to 19th Centuries 4



Scots in America
ÅThe first wave of Scots immigrants came to America as early as 1680 as part of the British colonization 

efforts, particularly settling in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and the Carolinas
Å ƚШ7ƖŔƣċŔŰќƚШƖŸũĲШŔŰШ ŸƖƣőШ ůĲƖŔĦċШĲǂƓċŰĬĲĬЯШƣőĲШÉĦŸƣƣŔƚőШƓƖĲƚĲŰĦĲШŊƖĲƽШƽŔƣőШŔƣЮШÂƖŔůċƖŔũǃШůŸƣŔƻċƣĲĬШĤǃШ

economic opportunity, the early migrants were largely merchants, skilled tradesmen, and farmers from 
the Scottish Lowlands.  Physicians and educators were also prominent  among the early migrants

ÅMany of the Scots were products of 18th century Scottish Enlightenment and became integral to the 
running of colonial government and to cultural life, especially in southern and mid-Atlantic states 

Å In the early 18th century, a second wave of protestant Scots-Irish (Ulster Scots) began immigrating to 
America for economic opportunity and to escape religious discrimination in Ireland.  By 1860, 3 of 4 
emigrants from the British Isles were of Scots or Scots Irish birth

ÅAfter the Highland Clearances in the 18th and 19th centuries, a third wave of Scots from the Highlands 
came.  These immigrants were less affluent  and settled primarily in the Appalachian region

ÅDuring the American Revolutionary War most of the Lowland and Ulster Scots supported the American 
Patriot cause, while, ironically, many of the Jacobite sympathizing Highland Scots remained loyal to the 
Hanoverian government and fought in the British Highland Regiments against their countrymen.

ÅAs more and more Scots immigrated to the North America, they began to band together to support 
fellow immigrants, as well as to preserve their Scottish culture and heritage 
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ÑőĲШ7ŔƖƣőШŸŉШÉċŔŰƣШ ŰĬƖĲƽќƚШÉŸĦŔĲƣŔĲƚ
ÅMany of the early Lowland settlers in the American colonies became quite successful and felt 

an obligation to support their fellow Scots in need
ÅOver time, the assimilation efforts by Scottish immigrants became more organized and 

coalesced into formal societies. The earliest one was the Scots Charitable Society established 
ŔŰШΝΣΡΤШŔŰШ7ŸƚƣŸŰЮШШfƣШĤĲĦċůĲШƣőĲШћƓƖŸƣŸƣǃƓĲќШŉŸƖШŉƨƣƨƖĲШÉċŔŰƣШ ŰĬƖĲƽќƚШÉŸĦŔĲƣŔĲƚ

ÅÑőĲШĲċƖũǃШÉċŔŰƣШ ŰĬƖĲƽќƚШÉŸĦŔĲƣŔĲƚШƽĲƖĲШŉŸƨŰĬĲĬШĤǃШƓƖŸůŔŰĲŰƣШxŸƽũċŰĬШÉĦŸƣƚШċƚШĦőċƖŔƣċĤũĲШ
organizations to assist impoverished Scottish immigrants, as well as promote harmony among 
themselves.  The first society was established in Charleston, South Carolina in 1729, followed 
by Savannah, Georgia in 1737, Philadelphia in 1747, and New York in 1756 

ÅÑőĲШĲċƖũǃШÉċŔŰƣШ ŰĬƖĲƽќƚШÉŸĦŔĲƣŔĲƚШƽĲƖĲШċũƚŸШċĦƣŔƻĲШŔŰШƣőĲШ ůĲƖŔĦċŰШÅĲƻŸũƨƣŔŸŰЮШ ĲƽШòŸƖťШ
Society members included Philip Livingston, signer of the Declaration of Independence, Major 
General William Alexander (Lord Stirling), and Alexander Hamilton.  Philadelphia society 
members raised over 15,000   for the war effort and distributed 3 million rations to the army

ÅAs the19th ĦĲŰƣƨƖǃШƓƖŸŊƖĲƚƚĲĬЯШůċŰǃШŸŉШƣőĲШÉċŔŰƣШ ŰĬƖĲƽќƚШƚŸĦŔĲƣŔĲƚШШĲƻŸũƻĲĬШƣŸШċĬŸƓƣШċШĬƨċũ-
purpose mission of both benevolence and promotion of Scottish heritage, arts, and culture

Å Today, due in part to the vast Scottish diaspora, there are over 200 Scottish heritage and 
ĤĲŰĲƻŸũĲŰĦĲШƚŸĦŔĲƣŔĲƚШƽŸƖũĬƽŔĬĲЯШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШÉċŔŰƣШ ŰĬƖĲƽќƚЯШ9ċũĲĬŸŰŔċŰЯШċŰĬШÉĦŸƣƣŔƚőШ
societies with more than half in the U.S. alone.
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Saint Andrew: Patron Saint of Scotland
Å ŰĬƖĲƽЯШÂċƣƖŸŰШÉċŔŰƣШŸŉШÉĦŸƣũċŰĬШċŰĬШƣőĲШƚŸĦŔĲƣǃќƚШŰċůĲƚċťĲЯШƽċƚШċŰШ

apostle of Jesus and according to the New Testament, he was a fisherman 
and older brother of Simon Peter, also an apostle.  
ÅAndrew was thought to have traveled great distances in order to spread the 

word of the Gospel, primarily in the area of modern Greece and Turkey
ÅOne dubious legend builds upon his extensive travels, claiming that he 

actually came to Scotland and built a church in Fife.  
ÅThe more accepted legend recalls how it was after the death of Constantine 

I, sometime in the 4th ĦĲŰƣƨƖǃЯШƣőċƣШƚĲƻĲƖċũШŸŉШ ŰĬƖĲƽќƚШƖĲũŔĦƚШƽĲƖĲШĤƖŸƨŊőƣШƣŸШ
Fife by St. Regulus (St. Rule) for safe keeping.
ÅRegulus was a native of Patras, Greece where Andrew  was martyred by 

crucifixion upon a saltire cross in 60 AD.  Regulus was instructed by an angel 
ƣŸШƣċťĲШƚŸůĲШŸŉШÉċŔŰƣШ ŰĬƖĲƽќƚШƖĲůċŔŰƚШċŰĬШŊŸШƽĲƚƣШĤǃШƚőŔƓШċŰĬШƽőĲƖĲƻĲƖШ
he shipwrecked he was to establish a church.
ÅÉƣЮШÅĲŊƨũƨƚќШƚőŔƓШƽċƚШĬƖŔƻĲŰШċƚőŸƖĲШŔŰƣŸШƣőĲШƚůċũũШĦŸċƚƣċũШƻŔũũċŊĲШŸŉШ

Kilrymont in Fife, which was renamed St. Andrews and became an important 
pilgrimage site for Christians.  St. Andrews Cathedral was built from 1158 to 
1318 to house the relics but was destroyed during the Scottish Reformation
ÅIt is this link that explains why Andrew is now the Patron Saint of Scotland, 
ċŰĬШĤǃШĲǂƣĲŰƚŔŸŰЯШƣőĲШŰċůĲƚċťĲШŸŉШƣőĲШÉċŔŰƣШ ŰĬƖĲƽќƚШÉŸĦŔĲƣǃ7



Scots in Michigan
Å The Scots that came to North America were also at the forefront of western migration. The first 

Scots in the  Great Lakes region were not settlers, but rather primarily fur traders and soldiers
Å For decades before and after 1700, when the French established Detroit, the region was a 

battleground for skirmishes among the French, British, and Native Americans.  During that time, 
the region was attractive to explorers, trappers, and traders but not to settlers and their families.

Å The skirmishes over the Michigan territory ended in 1760, when the French ceded the region to the British. The 
British did not cede the territory of Michigan to the United States until after the Revolutionary War in 1783;  
however, British control was not fully relinquished until the resolution of the War of 1812.

Å From the mid 18th century, Scots were dominant in the establishment and management of the large fur trading 
ĦŸůƓċŰŔĲƚШƚƨĦőШċƚШƣőĲШ ŸƖƣőШìĲƚƣШ9ŸůƓċŰǃЯШƣőĲШ ůĲƖŔĦċŰШ[ƨƖШ9ŸůƓċŰǃЯШċŰĬШƣőĲШcƨĬƚŸŰќƚШ7ċǃШ9ŸůƓċŰǃЯШ
all of which operated in the Great Lakes region on both side of what is now the U.S. т Canadian border

ÅAlthough Scots were prominent in early Detroit, the city was not a Scottish enclave, and the only Scottish 
settlements in preindustrial Michigan seems to have been in the Thumb region - Huron, Sanilac, St. Clair, and 
Macomb counties.  

ÅMichigan became a State in 1837, which saw a rush of settlers from the east, with many English, Irish, and 
Scots farmers, traders, and merchants eager to stake a claim.  Among these early arrivals looking to make 
ƣőĲŔƖШŉŸƖƣƨŰĲШŔŰШ~ŔĦőŔŊċŰШƽŸƨũĬШĤĲШÉƣЮШ ŰĬƖĲƽќƚШÉŸĦŔĲƣǃШŸŉШ?ĲƣƖŸŔƣШŉŸƨŰĬĲƖЯШìŔũũŔċůШxЮШ7ċƖĦũċǃЮ
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The Founder т William Barclay
Å The first organizing meeting of the Saint Andrews Society on November 30, 1849, was 

called by William Barclay, who was born in 1808 in Ayrshire Scotland
ÅBarclay emigrated to America in 1832 and worked as a carpenter and machinist in 

Albany, NY from 1832 to 1834
ÅAround 1835 to 1836 he moved to Detroit Michigan and set up the Michigan Iron 

Foundry and Machine Shop on the corner of Lafayette and Shelby Streets
ÅPrior to his involvement in the St Andrews Society, he was the Detroit City Fire Chief 

from 1847 to 1849.  Ironically, his business would largely be damaged by fire in 1848, 
ƖĲƚƨũƣŔŰŊШŔŰШũŸƚƚĲƚШŸŉШҘΝΞЯΜΜΜШыҘΡΜΜuШŔŰШƣŸĬċǃќƚШĬŸũũċƖƚь

Å7ċƖĦũċǃШĬŔĬШŰŸƣШŸŉŉŔĦŔċũũǃШĤĲĦŸůĲШċШůĲůĤĲƖШŸŉШƣőĲШÉċŔŰƣШ ŰĬƖĲƽќƚШÉŸĦŔĲƣǃШƨŰƣŔũШ~ċƖĦőШ
15, 1850. He would serve as Society Secretary in 1853 and became the 7th President of 
the Society in 1857.  He would later serve as Society Marshall for an immense funeral 
procession held  in Detroit for U. S. President Abraham Lincoln on April 25, 1865

ÅBarclay served as President of the Detroit Mechanics Society from 1851 to 1853, as well as serving as 
Alderman from the 6th Ward in 1853.  He briefly served as Police Commissioner in 1862.

ÅBarclay was married twice and had nine children.  He retired in 1863 and remained active in civic life until 
his death on January 22, 1885, at age 76

ÅHis last residence was at the corner of present-day Grand River Ave and Farmer Street.  The corner was 
named Barclay Place after him in 1876 9



The Founding
Å In early November 1849, an invitation was sent out by William Barclay to 40 or 50 

prominent Detroit Scotchmen to attend a meeting at a local Detroit Hotel 
ÅÑőĲШůĲĲƣŔŰŊШƽċƚШőĲũĬШŸŰШ ŸƻĲůĤĲƖШΟΜЯШÉċŔŰƣШ ŰĬƖĲƽќƚШ?ċǃЯШΝΥΠΦЯШċƣШƣőĲШ~ċŰƚŔŸŰШ

House, a hotel on the west side of Griswold near Atwater. The proprietor was John 
Moore, one of the Scots present for the meeting.

Å The purpose of the meeting  was to consider the practicability of organizing a Saint 
ŰĬƖĲƽќƚШÉŸĦŔĲƣǃШŔŰШ?ĲƣƖŸŔƣЯШƽőŸƚĲШƓƖŔůċƖǃШůŔƚƚŔŸŰШƽŸƨũĬШĤĲШƣŸШƓƖŸƻŔĬĲШŉŸƖШƣőĲШƖĲũŔĲŉШ

of indigent and unfortunate fellow countrymen. Ebenezer Anderson was called to 
chair the meeting, and James Black was appointed secretary pro tem

ÅAlso in attendance at this meeting, was Hugh Moffat, who was born in 1810 in 
Coldstream, Scotland, on the River Tweed. Mr. Moffat was also a successful 
business and civic leader and future president of the society. He would later be 
elected Mayor of Detroit from 1871 to 1875.  

Å The main result of the meeting was to form a committee of 8 members to draft a 
constitution: James Lyell, Ebenezer Anderson, Hugh Moffat, John Stuart, James Jack, 
Robert Linn, Alex Davidson, and George Kennedy

Å  The meeting was adjourned, and a second meeting was scheduled for the evening 
of December 21st where the committee was to report their result 
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ÅWith only three weeks to the next meeting, the committee set to work immediately in 
drafting a constitution.  

Å Luckily, they were not working from scratch as committee member George Kennedy 
őċĬШŸĤƣċŔŰĲĬШċШĦŸƓǃШŸŉШƣőĲШĦŸŰƚƣŔƣƨƣŔŸŰШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШÉċŔŰƣШ ŰĬƖĲƽќƚШÉŸĦŔĲƣǃШŸŉШ7ƨŉŉċũŸЯШ
ŉŸƨŰĬĲĬШŔŰШΝΥΟΡЯШŉƖŸůШƽőŔĦőШƣőĲШ?ĲƣƖŸŔƣШƚŸĦŔĲƣǃќƚШĦŸŰƚƣŔƣƨƣŔŸŰШƽŸƨũĬШĤĲШůŸĬĲũĲĬЮ

Å The preamble of the constitution, written by Hugh Moffat, reads as follows:

"For the relief of the indigent and unfortunate of our Countrymen, and for the 

promotion of harmony and good feeling amongst ourselves, we the undersigned 

Scotchmen and Descendants of Scotchmen, with Benevolence for our motto, do unite 

ourselves into a Society and agree to abide by the following Constitution of the St. 

Andrew's Society of Detroit."Å The committee report was read by Mr. James Jack at the December 21st  meeting at the Mansion House after 
which the constitution was submitted on motion and subsequently reviewed article by article.  The main 
discussion point was the admission fee, which was finally agreed to be set at $5, with quarterly dues of $2.  

Å The constitution was approved and after paying the $5 fee, each of the 18 members present signed the 
document, including Messrs. Moffat,  Black, Anderson, Kennedy, Jack, and James Lyell, who was elected the 
first President of the Society, and would serve for two one-year terms.

ÅHugh Moffat would later be elected as 2nd Vice President in 1850,  and President (6th) of the society in 1856  

The Constitution

Hugh Moffat
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1. James Lyell
2. Ebeneezer Anderson
3. James Black
4. Andrew Reekie 
5. John Douglas
6. John Coats
7. John Moore
8. Thomas Carswell
9. George Kennedy

Founding Members
ÅOnly 18 participants from the November 30th meeting were present at the December 21st meeting 
ƽőĲƖĲШƣőĲШŉŔƖƚƣШÉƣЮШ ŰĬƖĲƽќƚШÉŸĦŔĲƣǃШ9ŸŰƚƣŔƣƨƣŔŸŰШƽċƚШċƓƓƖŸƻĲĬШċŰĬШƚŔŊŰĲĬЮШШÑőŔƚШŊƖŸƨƓШŉŸƖůĲĬШƣőĲШ
original founding members of the society.

ÅOriginal signers of the constitution included the following names:

10. John Stewart
11. John Thomson
12. Alex Davidson
13. George McMillan
14. Hugh Moffat
15. Robert Linn
16. Mr. __Harvie*
17. James Jack*
18. Vincent J. Scott*

ÅDuring the first year of the society, new members were required to sign the constitution.  That 
quickly became impracticable, and the Society adopted a membership registry.  Members in the 
above list with an (*), signed the constitution, but did not sign the later membership registry   

12



The Executive Officers
ÅAfter the signing of the Constitution at the Mansion House, and with $90 

in the treasury,  the 18 members present set about electing the first 
officers of the Society by secret ballot.  

Å The constitution had created six executive officer positions: President, 
1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, and Assistant 
Secretary.  The constitution also created five Manager (Trustee) 
positions to oversee membership, benevolence, and expenditures

ÅÑőĲШĬƨũǃШĲũĲĦƣĲĬШůĲůĤĲƖƚШŔŰШƣőĲШŉŔƖƚƣШÉƣЮШ ŰĬƖĲƽќƚШÉŸĦŔĲƣǃШŸŉШ?ĲƣƖŸŔƣШ
elections included:

Executive Officers:
Å President: James Lyell
Å 1st Vice President: Robert Linn
Å 2nd Vice President: John Thomson
Å Treasurer: George Kennedy
Å Secretary: James Black
Å Asst. Secretary: Eb. Anderson

Managers:
Å John Stuart
Å John Coats
Å John Moore
Å John Douglas
Å George McMillan

ÅWilliam Barclay, who organized the first meeting on November 30th, was not present at this meeting, and 
so he was neither initiated as a member nor elected to office at the December 21st meeting.  He would not 
be formally initiated into the society until the 4th meeting held on March 15th, 1850.  

The Mansion House
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Early Regular Meetings

Å Finding meeting locations was sometimes a struggle and meetings might need to be rescheduled if a 
suitable venue could not be found in time. Meeting locations moved around and were held in various stores, 
ŸŉŉŔĦĲƚЯШċŰĬШƽċƖĲőŸƨƚĲƚЯШŸƽŰĲĬШŸƖШƖƨŰШĤǃШůĲůĤĲƖƚЮШfŰШΝΥΡΞЯШsŸőŰШ~ŸŸƖĲШŸƓĲŰĲĬШƣőĲШ~ĲƖĦőċŰƣƚќШEǂĦőċŰŊĲШ
Hotel, located on SE corner of Griswold and Woodbridge, which hosted meetings for a time. 

Å The 3rd ƖĲŊƨũċƖШůĲĲƣŔŰŊШƽċƚШőĲũĬШŸŰШéċũĲŰƣŔŰĲќƚШ?ċǃЯШ[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃШΝΠth, 1850, 
and was held at a store owned by members Jack and Coats, with 13 of the 
original 18 members present.  During this meeting, a committee was 
established to create By-Laws for the Society 

Å The early regular membership meetings of the society were nominally held 
on a quarterly basis.  The agenda covered reading and approving minutes, 
electing new members and officers, treasurer report and paying of quarterly 
dues, reporting on benevolence activity, and other business matters.

ÅElection of new members was done by secret ballot.  By 1851 the balloting process 
ƨƚĲĬШċŰШċŰŸŰǃůŸƨƚШШљĤũċĦťШĤċũũњШƓƖŸĦĲƚƚШƚŔůŔũċƖШƣŸШƣőċƣШƨƚĲĬШĤǃШƣőĲШ[ƖĲĲůċƚŸŰƚЯШ
with a white ball signifying acceptance and a black ball signifying objections.  Only 
one black ball was enough to disqualify a candidate for membership.

ÅOf the 40 to 50 Scotchmen that attended the first meeting, 35 would eventually 
become officially initiated into the society between 1849 and 1850, and thus 
ĦŸŰƚƣŔƣƨƣĲĬШƣőĲШŉŸƨŰĬŔŰŊШůĲůĤĲƖƚШŸŉШƣőĲШШÉƣЮШ ŰĬƖĲƽќƚШÉŸĦŔĲƣǃШŸŉШ?ĲƣƖŸŔƣ14

џÉĦŸƣĦőЮÉƣŸƖĲѠЮш Campbell & Linn 
(c. 1850)



George McMillan

Hugh MoffatWilliam Barclay

John Moore

Founding Member Homes (c. 1880)

15



The First Anniversary
ÅÑőĲШŉŔƖƚƣШċŰŰŔƻĲƖƚċƖǃШŸŉШƣőĲШÉƣЮШ ŰĬƖĲƽќƚШÉŸĦŔĲƣǃШŸŉШ?ĲƣƖŸŔƣШƽċƚШőĲũĬШŸŰШ ŸƻĲůĤĲƖШΟΜth, 

1850, at the home of George Kennedy.  
ÅMembers in attendance included: James Lyell, Robert Linn, George McMillan, James Jack, 

John Thomson, Eb. Anderson, William Barclay, George Kennedy, V.J. Scott, Ranald 
McDonald, Hugh Moffat, John Coats, John Moore, Alex Davidson, and James Black

ÅA special ad hoc meeting was called first to install the newly elected officers (from the 
regular meeting on November 14thьШċŰĬШƣŸШƖĲƻŔĲƽШƣőĲШƖĲƚƨũƣƚШŸŉШċŰШċƨĬŔƣШŸŉШƣőĲШÑƖĲċƚƨƖĲƖќƚШ
ċŰĬШÉĲĦƖĲƣċƖǃќƚШĤŸŸťƚЮШШШÑőĲШůĲĲƣŔŰŊШƽċƚШƣőĲŰШċĬŢŸƨƖŰĲĬШƣŸШƣőĲШƚƨƓƓĲƖШƖŸŸůШƽőĲƖĲШƣőĲШ
members were joined by a few invited friends. 

ÅMr. Lyell thanked the members for the honor of his re-election as President, and then 
ĦŸŰŊƖċƣƨũċƣĲĬШƣőĲШůĲůĤĲƖƚШŸŰШƣőĲШљŉũŸƨƖŔƚőŔŰŊШƓƖŸƚƓĲĦƣƚШŸŉШƣőĲШƚŸĦŔĲƣǃњШċŰĬШƣőĲШ
usefulness of its mission 

ÅxǃĲũũШƣőĲŰШŸŉŉĲƖĲĬШƣőĲШŉŔƖƚƣШƣŸċƚƣШŸŉШƣőĲШĲƻĲŰŔŰŊЯШőŸŰŸƖŔŰŊШƣőĲŔƖШÂċƣƖŸŰШÉċŔŰƣЯШċŰĬШљto devote 
a few fleeting hours to call back the associations of our fatherland, and to cement those 
feelings of good fellowship, which characterize the sons of Scotia in whatever clime their 
ũŸƣЮůċǃЮĤĲЮĦċƚƣѠ

Å~ċŰǃШůŸƖĲШƣŸċƚƣƚШŉŸũũŸƽĲĬЯШċŰĬШċƚШƣőĲШљƽŔƣĦőŔŰŊШőŸƨƖњШŸŉШůŔĬŰŔŊőƣШċƓƓƖŸċĦőĲĬЯШƣőĲШ
President called for all to stand and join hands and singing Auld Lang Syne for the first time 
as a society. 16



The Early Years
Å The Scottish community in Detroit in the mid 19th century was a very strong 

and close-knit group.  By the end of 1860, 98 members had been initiated.
Å Industrialization brought economic opportunity to Detroit and with it, more 

Scots and other immigrants.  There were more hotels in Detroit in 1860 than 
there were at the turn of the 21st Century, as well as numerous boarding 
houses available to house the new arrivals

Å Most of the early members were tradesmen, merchants, and business 
owners.  The list of member occupations reflected the mid-19th century 
economy and included a machinist, boilermaker, grocer, saloonkeeper, 
painter, ropemaker, pastor, blacksmith, stonemason,  laborer, land dealer, 
bookkeeper, carpenter, wood dealer, banker, lawyer, and tailor. 

Å In 1861, with the Society growing, they rented a permanent space on the 3rd 
floor of the Merrill Block building at a cost of $50/year

Å The onset of the U.S. Civil in 1861 saw new membership in the society drop, 
as many Scots were called to serve in the Northern States war effort. 

Å During the height of the  war, several meetings were cancelled due to a lack of 
a quorum, and the lease on the Merrill Block location was allowed to lapse, 
after which they moved to a space above the Banking Offices of V.J. Scott

Merrill Block Building
Jefferson and Woodward (1859)
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Preparing for Growth

ÅNew membership requirements were also relaxed in 1857 requiring  only the consent of 
2/3 of the members present at any regular meeting.  Applications had to be made in 
writing on the recommendation of 2 or more members.

Å The war also took its toll spiritually and physically on the Scots, as long-term chronic 
physical and mental health concerns increased.  To address this need, the society 
ċĬĬĲĬШċШÂőǃƚŔĦŔċŰШċŰĬШ9őċƓũċŔŰШċƚШŸŉŉŔĦĲƖƚШŸŉШƣőĲШÉŸĦŔĲƣǃЯШƣŸШċƣƣĲŰĬШƣŸШћsick, distressed, 
ċŰĬЮůċŔůĲĬѢЮЮScots at the recommendation of the Board of Managers.  Benevolence 
also started to include the offsetting of funeral costs of indigent Scots 1866 Constitution

Å The U.S. Civil War (1861-1865) took a physical, emotional, and financial toll on the many 
Scots who served in the Union Army.  During the war and its aftermath, the society set about 
efforts to grow the society and deal with the increase in need within the Scottish diaspora.

Å One of the first steps was to lower the cost of membership to make it more financially 
accessible.  The original admission of $5 plus quarterly dues of $2 that was set in 1849, 
amounted to an initial first year cost of $13.  This is was a relatively large sum of money in the 
mid 19th ĦĲŰƣƨƖǃЯШĲƕƨŔƻċũĲŰƣШƣŸШċĤŸƨƣШҘΡΜΜШŔŰШƣŸĬċǃќƚШĬŸũũċƖЮ

Å ŉƣĲƖШƣőĲШ9ŔƻŔũШìċƖЯШƣőĲШÉƣЮШ ŰĬƖĲƽќƚШÉŸĦŔĲƣǃШ9ŸŰƚƣŔƣƨƣŔŸŰШƽċƚШƖĲĬƖċŉƣĲĬШƣŸШũŸƽĲƖШƣőĲШċĬůŔƚƚŔŸŰШ
cost to $2 with an annual membership fee of $1 payable in quarterly installments. Adjusted 
ŉŸƖШƓŸƚƣШƽċƖШŔŰŉũċƣŔŸŰЯШƣőĲШŰĲƽШŉŔƖƚƣШǃĲċƖШĦŸƚƣШƽċƚШƖĲĬƨĦĲĬШƣŸШċĤŸƨƣШҘΣΜШŔŰШƣŸĬċǃќƚШĬŸũũċƖƚЯШ
effectively an 80% to 90% reduction. 
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