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Introduction
ÅWhen JamesI became King of England after the death of Elizabeth I in 1603, a 

sense of trepidation had settled over the nation.  James was a Scottish king and 
the son ofMary, Queen of Scots, a staunch Catholic and English traitor. 

ÅIn the words of Scottish poet and criticRobert Crawford:

 "Macbethwas a play for a post-Elizabethan England facing up to what it might 
mean to have a Scottish king. England to Elizabethan audiences of the time 
seemed comparatively benign, while its northern neighbor was mired in a 
bloody, monarch-killing past. Macbethmay have been set in medieval Scotland, 
but it was filled with material that was of great interest to England and 
9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǊǳƭŜǊΦέ

Å Today Macbeth ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘǊŀƎŜŘƛŜǎΣ ōǳǘ Ƙƛǎ 
portrayal of Macbeth bears little resemblance to the real 11th century king.

ÅWas the portrayal of Macbeth as a ruthless and murderous usurper simply for 
entertainment and dramatic effect, or did Shakespeare have ulterior motives?

Å¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ aŀŎōŜǘƘ ƻŦ {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ммth 
century king and try to uncover the intriguing political motivations that may have 
led Shakespeare to rewrite history.

ÅWe will also explore the history, geography, and culture of medieval, post 
Elizabethan, as well as modern Scotland to facilitate a deeper appreciation of one 
of the most beautiful and fascinating countries in the western world



{ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ Macbeth ς The Scottish Play
Å Shakespeare tragedy, believed to have been first performed in 1606 during the reign of James I, the Scottish king who 

assumed the English throne after the death of Elizabeth I. Macbeth represents a clear reflection of the playwright's 
relationship with his sovereign

Main Characters
Å Duncan ς King of Scotland
Å Macbeth ς DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƛƴ YƛƴƎ 5ǳƴŎŀƴΩǎ ŀǊƳȅΣ ¢ƘŀƴŜ ƻŦ DƭŀƳƛǎΣ ƭŀǘŜǊ ¢ƘŀƴŜ ƻŦ /ŀǿŘƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ
Å Lady Macbeth ς aŀŎōŜǘƘΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻ-conspirator
Å Banquo ς Thane of LochaberΣ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƛƴ 5ǳƴŎŀƴΩǎ ŀǊƳȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ aŀŎōŜǘƘ
Å Malcolm ς 5ǳƴŎŀƴΩǎ ŜƭŘŜǎǘ ǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƛǊ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ όŀƭǎƻ 5ƻƴŀƭōŀƛƴΣ aŀƭŎƻƭƳΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊύ
Å Fleance ς .ŀƴǉǳƻΩǎ ǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊ ƻŦ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ YƛƴƎǎ
Å Macduff ς Thane of Fife, loyal to Duncan and Malcolm
Å Ross ς ¢ƘŀƴŜ ƻŦ wƻǎǎΣ ŀ ƴƻōƭŜƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ [ŀŘȅ aŀŎ5ǳŦŦΩǎ ŎƻǳǎƛƴΦ  {ŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ
Å Three Witches ς άǿŜƛǊŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎέ ǿƘƻ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǎƛȊŜ aŀŎōŜǘƘ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ 

of his demise

Å Macbeth dramatizes the damaging physical and psychological effects of political 
ambition on those who seek power for its own sake.

ÅCƛǊǎǘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Cƻƭƛƻ ƻŦ мсно ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ ǎƘƻǊǘŜǎǘ ǘǊŀƎŜŘȅΦ

Å5ǳŜ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƛǘŎƘŎǊŀŦǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ άŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘǎέΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
acting world believe the play is cursed and will not mention the title out loud in a 
ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜΣ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǘƻ ƛǘ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ Ǉƭŀȅέ



Macbeth Synopsis - Act 1
Scotland is at war with the allied forces of Ireland and Norway 
(Vikings).  Macbeth and Banquo, returning from victory in battle in 
Forres against the rebel Macdonwald, come upon three witches who 
prophesy that Macbeth will become Thane of Cawdor and then King 
ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿƛǘŎƘŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǎȅ ǘƘŀǘ .ŀƴǉǳƻΩǎ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ 
will be kings, but not Banquo himself. 

Macbeth sends a letter to Lady Macbeth informing her of the 
encounter with the 3 witches and their prophecy. Fearing 
Macbeth lacks the ruthlessness needed to kill Duncan and assume 
the throne, she vows to help fulfill the prophecy at whatever cost. 
Lady Macbeth shares a plan with Macbeth to kill Duncan and 
blame the guards. 

Ross greets Macbeth and Banquo and addresses Macbeth as Thane of Cawdor. 
Macbeth learns that, like Macdonwald, the Thane of Cawdor was also a traitor 
and has been executed for treason.  Duncan had named Macbeth Thane of 
Cawdor, fulfilling the first part of the prophecy; however,  Duncan also names 
Ƙƛǎ ŜƭŘŜǎǘ ǎƻƴΣ aŀƭŎƻƳΣ ŀǎ ƘŜƛǊ ǘƻ ǘƘǊƻƴŜΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ aŀŎōŜǘƘΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ 
seemingly unlikely.



Macbeth Synopsis - Act 2
5ǳƴŎŀƴ ƛǎ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ aŀŎōŜǘƘΩǎ ŎŀǎǘƭŜ ƛƴ LƴǾŜǊƴŜǎǎΦ aŀŎōŜǘƘ ŀƴŘ .ŀƴǉǳƻ 
discuss the prophesy and how part of it has come true.  After Banquo 
ƭŜŀǾŜǎΣ aŀŎōŜǘƘ ǎŜŜǎ ŀ ŘŀƎƎŜǊ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ 5ǳƴŎŀƴΩǎ ǊƻƻƳΦ  IŜ 
questions whether he can murder the king but decides to do it. 

Macbeth tells Lady Macbeth that Duncan has been killed but is horrified by 
what he has done. He failed to plant the murder weapons on the sleeping 
guards and was holding the daggers in his bloody hands. Lady Macbeth 
chastises him and tells him to wipe the blood off his hands while she plants 
the murder weapons.  

aŀŎŘǳŦŦ ŀǊǊƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊǎ 5ǳƴŎŀƴΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ ōƭŀƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǳŀǊŘǎΦ  aŀŎōŜǘƘ ŦŜƛƎƴǎ 
ǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎƭŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǳŀǊŘǎΣ ǘƘǳǎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜΦ 5ǳƴŎŀƴΩǎ ǎƻƴǎΣ aŀƭŎƻƭƳ 
and Donalbain fear they will be implicated in the murder plot and decide to flee to 
England and Ireland, respectively.



Macbeth Synopsis - Act 3
Macbeth becomes King of Scotland but is wracked by guilt and paranoia. 
.ŀƴǉǳƻ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘǎ aŀŎōŜǘƘ ƛƴ 5ǳƴŎŀƴΩǎ ƳǳǊŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ 
prophecy might come true.  Macbeth announces that he will hold a banquet 
ƛƴ .ŀƴǉǳƻΩǎ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ  .ŀƴǉǳƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳǎ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
his son that afternoon but promises to attend after he returns. 

Later that night during the banquet, Macbeth is informed that Banquo was 
killed but Fleance escaped.  Macbeth, furious by the news, returns to his guests 
and sees the ghost of Banquo.  His visible agitation worries the other guests 
about his mental state.  Lady Macbeth dismisses the guests and tries 
unsuccessfully to calm Macbeth.

CŜŀǊŦǳƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǘŎƘŜǎΩ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅ ǘƘŀǘ .ŀƴǉǳƻΩǎ ƘŜƛǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜΣ aŀŎōŜǘƘ ƘƛǊŜǎ ǘǿƻ 
desperate commoners as mercenaries to kill Banquo and his son Fleance by convincing them 
that Banquo is the source of their misfortune.  As the assassins lie in wait, they are joined by 
a mysterious third, presumably sent by Macbeth. Banquo is murdered by the assassins, but 
Fleance manages to flee, thus securing the prophecy. 



Macbeth Synopsis - Act 4

The 1st apparition is an armed head that warns Macbeth to beware the Thane of Fife; the 
2nd is a bloody child that tells him none born of woman shall harm him; and the 3rd is a 
crowned child with a tree in its hand that tells him he will be safe until a local forest, Birnam 
Wood, marches into battle against him.  He is also shown a series of 8 kings, with the last 
holding a mirror, reflecting still more kings holding two-fold balls and treble scepters, 
followed by Banquo, signifying the succession will still come from Banquo.

Witches circle a cauldron adding a series of grotesque ingredients while chanting 
incantations. They speak with their leader Hecate, goddess of witchcraft, who then 
disappears. Macbeth then enters and demands answers about his future. The witches 
complete their magic spell and bring forth a series of apparitions from the cauldron.

{ŜŎǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǘŎƘŜǎΩ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅΣ aŀŎōŜǘƘ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ǎŜƛȊǳǊŜ ƻŦ aŀŎŘǳŦŦΩǎ ŎŀǎǘƭŜΣ ōǳǘ aŀŎŘǳŦŦ 
ƘŀŘ ƭŜŦǘ ŦƻǊ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ aŀƭŎƻƭƳΦ !ƭƭ ŀǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ aŀŎŘǳŦŦΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ 
9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŎƻǳǊǘΣ aŀƭŎƻƭƳ ǘŜǎǘǎ aŀŎŘǳŦŦΩǎ ƭƻȅŀƭǘȅΤ ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘΣ ƘŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ƘƛƳ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƴ ŀǊƳȅ 
against Macbeth with the help of his uncle Siward, Earl of Northumbria.  Ross arrives and informs 
aŀŎŘǳŦŦ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ   aŀƭŎƻƭƳ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊƛŜŦ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ǊŜǾŜƴƎŜ 
and join him in battle to reclaim the throne.



Macbeth Synopsis - Act 5

Macduff triumphs and brings the head of the traitor Macbeth to Malcolm. Malcolm declares 
peace and announces he will rename his thanes earls. All exit toward Scone where Malcolm will 
be crowned King of Scotland.

Given the witches prophecy, Macbeth feels secure in his remote castle 
at Dunsinane until he is told that Birnam Wood is moving towards him 
(oops). Malcolm's army is carrying branches from the forest as 
camouflage for their assault on Macbeth's stronghold.

A conscience-ridden Lady Macbeth walks in her sleep carrying a candle while wiping imaginary blood 
from her hands. She speaks in her sleep in a manner that betrays her guilt.  She is observed by a 
gentlewoman and doctor who agree not to reveal what they have seen and heard. 

As the final battle commences, Macbeth learns Lady Macbeth committed suicide. Macbeth 
mourns but is more concerned about the approaching army. Confident in the prophecy, 
Macbeth vows to fight to the bitter end.  Macduff finds Macbeth and challenges him. 
During the fight, Macduff reveals he is the child of a caesarean birth (loophole!). Realizing 
he is doomed by prophecy; Macbeth submits to his enemy.



Modern Scotland at a Glance

3 South Ayrshire  12 Glasgow
4 East Ayrshire   13 North Lanarkshire
5 South Lanarkshire  14 Falkirk  
6 North Ayrshire  15 West Lothian
7 East Renfrewshire  16 Edinburgh
8 Renfrewshire  17 Midlothian
9 Inverclyde   18 East Lothian
10 West Dumbartonshire 19 Clackmannanshire
11 East Dumbartonshire 21 Argyll & Butte

32 Council Areas

Na h-Eileanan Siar
(Western Isles)

Orkney Islands

Shetland Islands

Dundee

Aberdeen

Moray

Edinburgh

Glasgow



Modern Scotland at a Glance

About the size of 
South Carolina

*$205B in 2020

ÅPopulation: 5.3 million (2011); 800,000 (1600)

ÅArea: 30,418 sq. miles (Pop. Density 174/sq. mile)

ÅCapital: Edinburgh (Population: 465,000)

ÅLargest City: Glasgow (Population: 606,000)

ÅEconomy: GDP £167B ($232B*) - 2019, 43rd largest, 12th largest in EU

ÅMain Industries: High Tech Mfg/Software, Ship Building, Energy, Whisky, Textiles, 
Banking, Insurance, Tourism, Fishing

ÅAgriculture: Oats, Barley, Wheat, Potatoes, Sheep, Cattle, Berries

ÅLanguage: English, Scots (30%), Gaelic (1%)

ÅReligion: Protestant (38%), Catholic (16%), No religion/Not Stated (44%), Other (2%) 

ÅMajority Political Party: Scottish National Party (SNP), center left, pro-independence



Scottish Borders

Neidpath Castle Edinburgh Castle

Fife

Aberdeen

CƛƴƎŀƭΩǎ /ŀǾŜ
Isle of Staffa

Glasgow & Clyde River

Duncansby Head
WƻƘƴ hΩDǊƻŀǘǎ

Tour around Scotland

30%

70%

Highest Point: Ben 
Nevis (4,411 ft)

Callanish Stones

Loch Ness

Urquhart Castle

Lochaber Region

Ben Nevis & Fort William



Flag of Scotland (1286)
{ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /Ǌƻǎǎ 

CƭŀƎ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ όмнтлΩǎύ
{ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /Ǌƻǎǎ

Flag of Unified Ireland (1783)
{ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ /Ǌƻǎǎ

Union Flag: Old Flags & New Alliances

U.K. Flag is a 
composite of 

older flags from 3 
previously 

independent 
countries



For as Long as but a hundred of us remain 
alive, never will we on any conditions be 
brought under English rule. It is in truth 
not for glory, nor riches, nor honours  that 
we are fighting, but for freedom ð for that 
alone, which no honest man gives up but 
with life itself.

April 6, 1320

Quia quamdiu Centum ex nobis viui remanserint, 
nuncquam Anglorum dominio aliquatenus volumus 
subiugari. Non enim propter gloriam, diuicias aut 
honores pugnamus set propter libertatem solummodo 
quam Nemo bonus nisi simul cum vita amittit.

Sexto Aprilis Millesimo Trescentesimo vicesimo 

Declaration of Arbroath - 1320

/ƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ DƻŜǎ ²ŀȅ .ŀŎƪΧΦ



United Kingdom?
ΦΦΦ!ƴŘ ƛǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƳǳŎƘ ǎƛƴŎŜ



For much of history, 
Scotland and England were 

separate countries with 
separate monarchs in 

constant conflict

{ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ aŀŎōŜǘƘΥ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ /ƻƴǘŜȄǘ

Battle of Stirling Bridge 
мнфт όάBraveheartέύ

Battle of Bannockburn 
1314

Battle of Flodden Field 
1513



Å1603: Union of the Crowns, 
Scotland and England united under 
a single monarch with accession of 
James VI, King of Scots to King 
James I of England

ÅShakespeare wrote Macbeth cir. 
1606 in fealty to King James I, who 
was a patron of his theatre group

For much of history, 
Scotland and England were 

separate countries with 
separate monarchs in 

constant conflict

ÅMacbeth is a cautionary tale for those 
who would threaten the king and 
reasserts the divine right of monarchs

{ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ aŀŎōŜǘƘΥ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ /ƻƴǘŜȄǘ

ÅMacbeth is thought to have been written 
in response to the Gunpowder Plot of 
1605, which was a failed assassination 
attempt against King James I

First Union Flag:1603



House of Bruce House of Stewart House of Tudor

Henry VII Defeated Richard III (House of 
York) in The Wars of the Roses (1455-1485)

How Did a Scotsman Get to be King of England?

No surviving heirs

New Line: House of Stuart

άwƻōŜǊǘ ǘƘŜ .ǊǳŎŜέ
Defeated Edward II at Bannockburn

άaŀǊȅ vǳŜŜƴ ƻŦ {Ŏƻǘǎέ

Robert I led Scotland to defeat England in the First 
War of Scottish Independence (1296 ς 1328)

The Scottish royal bloodline merged with the 
English royal bloodline with the marriage of James 
IV to Margaret Tudor in confirmation of the Treaty 
of Perpetual Peace with Henry VII in 1502

York  vs.  Tudor  

+ =

8 Stewart Monarchs 
prior to James VI

Prophecy Alert!



The Divine Right of Kings
Å In 1598, King James VI of Scotland first published his essay on the theory of 

kingship: The True Law of Free Monarchy, or the reciprocall and mutuall 
duty betwixt a free King, and His naturall Subjects

Å In this essay, James uses metaphysical arguments based on scripture to 
outline the mutual duty between monarch and subjects and to justify the 
theory of the divine right of kings

Å¢ƘŜ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƪƛƴƎǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘƛǎǘ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ƳƻƴŀǊŎƘΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ 
rule comes directly from God and that he or she is not subject to any 
earthly authority.

ÅThe divine-ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǇŜǊŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ 
by the  Protestant Reformation of the 16th century.

Å In JaƳŜǎΩ ǿƻǊŘǎΥ ά¢ƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ahb!w/IL9 ƛǎ ǘƘŜ supremest thing upon earth: For Kings 
ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ DƻŘΩǎ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘǎ ǳǇƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘ ǳǇƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǘƘǊƻƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ŜǾŜƴ ōȅ DƻŘ 
ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ DƻŘǎΦέ

ÅJames applied this doctrine in his actions to unite England and Scotland, as well as 
justify the brutal tactics employed to subjugate the Gaelic speaking Highland clans

ÅaŀŎōŜǘƘΩǎ ŘƻǿƴŦŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǾƛƻƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
sovereign's divine relationship with God through regicide



Macbeth: Historical Basis

IƻƭƛƴǎƘŜŘΩǎ Chronicles of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland 

(1st Edition 1577)

ÅShakespeare is widely believed to have used the 2nd edition (1587) of  
όwŀǇƘŀŜƭύ IƻƭƛƴǎƘŜŘΩǎ Chronicles of England, Scotland, and Ireland in writing 
Macbeth

Å{ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ IƻƭƛƴǎƘŜŘΩǎ /ƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ-based works 
including Richard III, King Lear, and Cymbeline

ÅIƻƭƛƴǎƘŜŘΩǎ /ƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ 
9ƴƎƭƛǎƘκ/ŜƭǘƛŎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ

ÅCharacters coming uniquely from this work:
ÅWeird Sisters (Witches) ς άŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ elderwoodΧΦƴȅƳǇƘǎ ƻǊ ŦŀƛǊƛŜǎέ
Å Banquo ς Thane of Lochaber
Å Fleance ς .ŀƴǉǳƻΩǎ ǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀƴ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘκIƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ {ǘǳŀǊǘ ƭƛƴŜ
Å Macduff ς Thane of Fife, defeats Macbeth in battle
Å Macdonwald ς Leader of rebel forces

ÅAlthough considered historically accurate in its time, by the 17th century it 
was considered inaccurate and known to contain much folklore and legend 
ü5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ aŀŎōŜǘƘΩǎ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ о ƴȅƳǇƘǎ ƻǊ ŦŀƛǊƛŜǎ
ü Debate as to whether Banquo really existed in history, or was he merely a 16th 

century invention



Background: The Birth of Scotland
Å Indigenous people of northern and eastern Scotland during the latter 
ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άtƛŎǘǎέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
wƻƳŀƴǎΤ [ŀǘƛƴ ŦƻǊ άtŀƛƴǘŜŘέΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎΦ

Å After the end of Roman occupation in the 5th century, Gaelic speaking 
tribes expanded into Argyll and western Scotland and formed the 
Kingdom of Dál Riata. Romans referred to these people as Scoti

Å In the 6th century, Gaelic speaking missionaries converted the king of 
the Picts to Christianity, and by the 9th century the Scots and Picts were 
united under Kenneth MacAlpin, King of Dál Riata

Å The land did not become known as Scotland (Alba in Gaelic) until after 
YŜƴƴŜǘƘΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴΣ /ƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƛƴŜ LLΣ ŀǎŎŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ƛƴ флл !Φ5Φ

Å The MacAlpin dynasty lasted nearly 200 years, which was a period of 
patchy royal control marked by constant raids from Norse Vikings. 

Å House of Alpin ended in 1043 with the death of Malcolm II, grandfather 
of King Duncan & Macbeth.  Malcolm had earlier consolidated Scottish 
power in the southern kingdoms of Strathclyde and Lothian in 1018.

Å Duncan and Macbeth were transitional kings prior to the reign of 
5ǳƴŎŀƴΩǎ ǎƻƴ aŀƭŎƻƭƳ LLLΦ hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǎǳƛƴƎ нол ȅŜŀǊǎΣ aŀƭŎƻƭƳ LLLΩǎ 
descendants in the House of Dunkeld brought the remaining northern 
realms under Scottish control

άtƛŎǘƭŀƴŘέ










































