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Introduction

A When Jame$became King of England after the death of Elizabeth | in 1603, a
sense of trepidation had settled over the nation. James was a Scottish king and
the son ofMary, Queen of Scots, a staunch Catholic and English traitor.

A In the words of Scottish poet and crifRobert Crawford:

"Macbethwas a play for a posElizabethan England facing up to what it might ..

mean to have a Scottish king. England to Elizabethan audiences of the time

seemed comparatively benign, while its northern neighbor was mired in a

bloody, monarckkilling past. Macbethmay have been set in medieval Scotland, W \

but it was filled with material that was of great interest to England and .
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portrayal of Macbeth bears little resemblance to the rea'T&ntury king.

A Was the portrayal of Macbeth as a ruthless and murderous usurper simply
entertainment and dramatic effect, or did Shakespeare have ulterior motiv
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century king and try to uncover the intriguing political motivations that may h
led Shakespeare to rewrite history.

A We will also explore the history, geography, and culture of medieval, post
Elizabethan, as well as modern Scotland to facilitate a deeper appreciation of of
of the most beautiful and fascinating countries in the western world
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Main Characters

Too Joo T T T T T Do Do

Kiksihe S @s Macbehhlb Tha ScottishrRlay
Shakespeare tragedy, believed to have been first performed in 1606 during the reign of James I, the Scottish king

assumed the English throne after the death of Elizabathacbethrepresents a clear reflection of the playwright's
relationship with his sovereign

Macbethdramatizes the damaging physical and psychological effects of political _
ambition on those who seek power for its own sake. | THE TRAGED 17
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acting world believe the play is cursed and will not mention the title out loud in a
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Duncang King of Scotland
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Macduff ¢ Thane of Fife, loyal to Duncan and Malcolm
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of his demise



Macbeth Synopsis Act 1

Scotland is at war with the allied forces of Ireland and Norway

(Vikings). Macbeth and Banquo, returning from victory in battle in
Forresagainst the rebeMacdonwald come upon three witches who
prophesy that Macbeth will become Thane of Cawdor and then King* J j
2F {O20fl yR® ¢tKS ¢oAGOKSa |ftazp 0
will be kings, but not Banquo himself. Y &

Ross greets Macbeth and Banquo and addresses Macbeth as Thane of Cawdor.
Macbeth learns that, liklacdonwald the Thane of Cawdor was also a traitor

and has been executed for treason. Duncan had named Macbeth Thane of
Cawdor, fulfilling the first part of the prophecy; however, Duncan also names
KAada StRSald az2ys alto2Ys Fa KSANI 02
seemingly unlikely.

Macbeth sends a letter to Lady Macbeth informing her of the
encounter with the 3 witches and their prophecy. Fearing

Macbeth lacks the ruthlessness needed to kill Duncan and assume
the throne, she vows to help fulfill the prophecy at whatever cost.
Lady Macbeth shares a plan with Macbeth to kill Duncan and

blame the guards.



Macbeth SynopsisAct 2
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discuss the prophesy and how part of it has come true. After Banqu
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guestions whether he can murder the king but decides to do it.

Macbeth tells Lady Macbeth that Duncan has been killed but is horrified by
what he has done. He failed to plant the murder weapons on the sleeping
guards and was holding the daggers in his bloody hands. Lady Macbeth
chastises him and tells him to wipe the blood off his hands while she plants
the murder weapons.
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and Donalbain fear they will be implicated in the murder plot and decide to flee t
England and Ireland, respectively.




Macbeth SynopsisAct 3

Macbeth becomes King of Scotland but is wracked by guilt and paranoia.
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prophecy might come true. Macbeth announces that he will hold a banquet
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his son that afternoon but promises to attend after he returns.
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desperate commoners as mercenaries to kill Banquo and his son Fleance by convincing t
that Banquo is the source of their misfortune. As the assassins lie in wait, they are joined
a mysterious third, presumably sent by Macbeth. Banquo is murdered by the assassins, b
Fleance manages to flee, thus securing the prophecy.

and sees the ghost of Banquo. His visible agitation worries the other guests§
about his mental state. Lady Macbeth dismisses the guests and tries
unsuccessfully to calm Macbeth.



Macbeth SynopsisAct 4

Witches circle a cauldron adding a series of grotesque ingredients while chanting
incantations. They speak with their leader Hecate, goddess of witchcraft, who then
disappears. Macbeth then enters and demands answers about his future. The witches
complete their magic spell and bring forth a series of apparitions from the cauldron.

The 1st apparition is an armed head that warns Macbeth to beware the Thane of Fife; t
2nd is a bloody child that tells him none born of woman shall harm him; and the 3rd is a
crowned child with a tree in its hand that tells him he will be safe until a local forest, Birn
Wood, marches into battle against him. He is also shown a series of 8 kings, with the g
holding a mirror, reflecting still more kings holditwgp-fold balls and treble scepters
followed by Banquo, signifying the succession will still come from Banquo.
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against Macbeth with the help of his uncle Siward, EaNathumbria Ross arrives and informs
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and join him in battle to reclaim the throne.




Macbeth SynopsisAct 5

A conscienceidden Lady Macbeth walks in her sleep carrying a candle while wiping imaginary blood
from her hands. She speaks in her sleep in a manner that betrays her guilt. She is observed by a
gentlewoman and doctor who agree not to reveal what they have seen and heard.

Given the witches prophecy, Macbeth feels secure in his remote cast
at Dunsinane until he is told that Birnam Wood is moving towards hi
(oops). Malcolm's army is carrying branches from the forest as
camouflage for their assault on Macbeth's stronghold.

As the final battle commences, Macbeth learns Lady Macbeth committed suicide. Macbeth
mourns but is more concerned about the approaching army. Confident in the prophecy,
Macbeth vows to fight to the bitter end. Macduff finds Macbeth and challenges him.
During the fight, Macduff reveals he is the child of a caesarean birth (loophole!). Realizing
he is doomed by prophecy; Macbeth submits to his enemy.

Macduff triumphs and brings the head of the traitor Macbeth to Malcolm. Malcolm declares

peace and announces he will rename his thanes earls. All exit toward Scone where Malcolm will
be crowned King of Scotland.




Modern Scotlandhat:a:Glance

32 Counclil Areas

Na hEileanarSiar
(Western Isles)

Orkney Islandé:
t

Glasgow.

Shetland Islands

3 South Ayrshire

4 East Ayrshire

5 South Lanarkshire

6 North Ayrshire

7 East Renfrewshire

8 Renfrewshire

9 Inverclyde

10 WestDumbartonshire
11 EasDumbartonshire

Aberdeen

12 Glasgow

13 North Lanarkshire
14 Falkirk

15 West Lothian

16 Edinburgh

17 Midlothian

18 East Lothian

19 Clackmannanshire
21 Argyll & Butte



Modern ScotlandhatacGlance

A Population 5.3 million(2011); 800,000 (1600)

A Area:30,418 sqg. milegPop. Density 174/sq. mile) S —
A Capital:Edinburgh(Population: 465,000)

A Largest CityGlasgow(Population; 606 ,000)

A EconomyGDPE167B ($232B*) 2019, 43d largest, 12 largest in EU

A Main IndustriesHigh Techfg/Software 8hip Building, Energy, Whisky, Textiles,
Banking, Insurance, Tourism, Flshlpg

A Agriculture:Oats, Barley, Wheat, Potatoes, Sheep, Cattle, Berries

A LanguageEnglish Scots(30%) Gaelic(1%)

A ReligionProtestant(38%) ,Catholic(lG/(%) No-religion/Not Stated(44%) 0Other (2%)
A Majority Political PartyScottish National PartySNP), center left, prmdependence

7 e *$2058 in 2020
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U.K. Flag is a
composite of
older flags from 3
previously
iIndependent
countries
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TTTTTT SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER

STUART
MACBRIDE

Welcomg to Scotland
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We Love Scotiand And Wales !
We Hate England!

X PROUD TO BE

I 28 PROUDTOBE

I B APPARENTLY I'M A RACIST
BN B 7O HAVE PRIDE IN THIS ONE

Schoolgirl, 13, =

who suffered
anti-English

 abuse in class ;
is helped by 1/
' ex-PM Brown ./l
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For much of history,
Scotland and England were
separate countries with
separate monarchs in
constant conflict
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First Union Flag:1603

GUN POWDER Plot:

A Brief Account of that bloudy a dflxl ch laid again(t the King, his Lords

and Commons in Pa lxzmn and of 2 Hwy[)chuanccbyD ncl ower.

Licen(ed according to (-e

o the Tune of gin nar too Ligh.

3, Bp Powune, with joint t,
Ut as ¢ ol Qoblﬂuuphbkknﬂilwmlwnn
k j)mn m! it in h| v-l RagndBing,  fo ro keep Teccer thio their Tilleny,

A1603:Union of the Crowns

Scotland and England united under
a single monarch with accession of

James VI, King of Scots to King
James | of England

AShakespeare wrotMacbethcir.

1606 in fealty to King James I, who
was a patron of his theatre group

AMacbethis a cautionary tale for those
who would threaten the king and
reasserts the divine right of monarchs

AMacbethis thought to have been written
In response to the Gunpowder Plot of
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1605, which was a failed assassination

attempt against King James |



How DidasScotsman <ceb to-berkingrofz:England?
_
> 4

) \ /
House of Bruce  House of Stewart House of Tudor
Gw20SNII (KS . NHzOS¢
D€ Defeated Edward Il at Bannockburn
- The Scottish royal bloodline merged with the
Davic Marjorie Walter English royal bloodline with the marriage of James
- Bruce | | Stewart IV to Margaret Tudor in confirmation of th@reaty

|
Robert | led Scotland to defeat England in the First
War of Scottish Independence (12%61328)

of Perpetual Peac&ith Henry VIl in 1502

York vs. Tudor

D 0T g
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Henry VII Henry VIl Defeated Richard Il (House of

1485-1509 York) in The Wars of the Roses (145%85)
)
I 1

_ Margaret Henry VIII
Tudor 1509-1547

| —
Jane Seymour Catherine of
I Aragon

Edward VI Anne Boleyn
1547-1553

Prophecy Alert!

8 Stewart Monarchs
Erior to James VI \

Mary | — No surviving heirs
1553-1558

Elizabeth |
Accession to English throne : 1558-1603

on death of Elizabeth | _
03-16 New Line: House of Stuart




The DvinerRIght of Kings

A In 1598, King James VI of Scotland first published his essay on the theory
kingship:The True Law of Free Monarchy, or teéeiprocalland mutuall
The Divine duty betwixt a free King, and Haturall Subjects

) A In this essay, James uses metaphysical arguments based on scripture to
Rught of | | AP
. outline the mutual duty between monarch and subjects and to justify the
Kings theory of the divine right of kings
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rule comes directly from God and that he or she is not subject to any

earthly authority.
A ThedivineNA 3K GKS2NEB SYSNHSR 2dzil 2F 9 dzNP LIS QE . Y,.SRA ¢
by the Protestant Reformation of the ®t@entury. MONARCHY,

T ﬁb H CIIROC/—\I L

AlnJ¥SaQ GZMBaYul 0S 27 supterbesthirg ufo®earthaForkikgs - yhecriafo )
I NE y20 2yfé D2RQ& [ASdziSylydaa dzl2y S| N;,lw,;gd - YR
KAYaStT GKSeé IINB OFffSR D2Ra®é

A James applied this doctrine in his actions to unite England and Scotland, as well as
justify the brutal tactics employed to subjugate the Gaelic speaking Highland clans
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sovereign's divine relationship with God through regicide
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Macbeth: Historical iBasis
A Shakespeare is widely believed to have used tHedition (1587) of

6wl LK I St 0 CHrani€lgs ygf &Eriglarid,Baotland, and Irelangriting
Macbeth | e N
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includingRichard IlIKing Learand Cymbeline |
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A Characters coming uniquely from this work:
A Weird Sisters (Witcheg @ O NS I (i dzEl#evooBKTD VBRI
A Banquoc Thane ofLochaber
A Fleancec. | YIjdz2Qa a2y FYR FyOSauz2N 27
A Macduffc Thane of Fife, defeats Macbeth in battle
A Macdonwaldc Leader of rebel forces

A Although considered historically accurate in its time, by th® déntury it

A
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<

was considered inaccurate and known to contain much folklore and legend
0 5SAO0NRA0SE al O6SUKQa SyO2dzyiSNJ 6A 0K b2iylay\eHoRieads NI F I |
i Debate as to whether Banquo really existed in history, or was he mere a 16England, Scotland, and Ireland

century invention

(1st Edition 1577)




Background:TThe BirthiofcScetiand

A Indigenous people of northern and eastern Scotland during the latte
ai0lF3Sa 2F O0KS w2YlLy 200dzLJ GA2Y
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T A After the end of Roman occupation in thé Bentury, Gaelic speaking
tribes expanded into Argyll and western Scotland and formed the

Kingdom oDalRiata. Romans referred to these peopleSasiti

A In the 8" century, Gaelic speaking missionaries converted the king o
L Morg the Picts to Christianity, and by th& 8entury the Scots and Picts wert
et £ yal ted.under KennetiMacAlpin King ofDalRiata
' A’ The land did not become known as Scotlaatb&in Gaelic) until after
YSYYySUKQa AN YRaAazZYyI [ 2yailyuAy
A TheMacAlpindynasty lasted nearly 200 years, which was a period o
patchy royal control marked by constant raids from Norse Vikings.

A House ofAlpinended in 1043 with the death of Malcolm I, grandfath

The Isles N3
conquered by Scotiand il
1244 R

Ddl Riata
c. 500

Lothian of King Duncan & Macbeth. Malcolm had earlier consolidated Scott
N s power in the southern kingdoms of Strathclyde and Lothian in 1018.
e A Duncan and Macbeth were transitional kings prior to the reign of

5dzy Ol yQa a2y alfoO2fY LLL® h@SN.
descendants in the House of Dunkeld brought the remaining northe
realms under Scottish control































































