
November 2025

2363 Rochester Road, Troy, MI 48083  | (248) 526-1849 |  detroitscots.com

Christopher Robert Fraser MacKenzie 
President, St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit

Chris MacKenzie, President 

Benevolence . . . . . . . .  5

Membership . . . . . . . . . 9

Book Club . . . . . . . . . . 13

Kilgour Fund Drive. . . .11
Charles Low Library . . 12

Events. . . . . . . . . . .14-17

Clan Plaques . . . . . . . .19
Execs & Trustees . . . . 20

Nov Birthdays .  . . . . . .21

Inside this issue:

Society Calendar . . . . . 2

Shorter days, longer nights, Samhain, guising, and neep lanterns.  All part 
of the fall. What?  Doesn’t everyone carve a neep? The colder 
weather brings us into what is generally thought of as the giving 
season.  With Thanksgiving approaching, and then giving way to 
Christmas, many are focused on helping those in need.  We do this 
year-round but make the extra effort at this time of year because why 
wouldn’t we? 
But we must look after ourselves first.  Which is why we have our St. 
Andrew’s Dinner coming up.  We celebrate ourselves and our 
purpose.  This is followed by Christmas and New Year's or 
Hogmanay.  Cherish family and toast the new year and our 
accomplishments.
I look forward to seeing you soon!
Careful that you don’t chop a finger off carving a neep!
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2025/2026 SASD CALENDAR 

November 2025
Date Food Charity 50/50 Benevolence 
11/3 Membership Meeting, Kilgour, Social Hour 6:00 p.m., Dinner 6:30 p.m., 

Business Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
Potluck USMC Toys 

For Tots 
Vietnam 
Veterans 
Macomb 

Penrickton 
School for 

Blind Children 
11/10 Low Library Book Club, 5:30 p.m. (Zoom) 
11/11 Executive Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m. (Zoom) 
11/13 Open Library Hours, 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

11/15 Library Committee Business Meeting, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Open Library Hours, 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

11/17 Cultural Activities Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m. (Zoom) 
11/18 House Committee Meeting, 5:00 p.m. (Zoom) 

Board of Trustees Meeting, 6:30 p.m. (Zoom) 
11/22 Deck the Hall, Kilgour, 9:00 a.m. to Noon 
11/23 Kirkin’ of the Tartans, Jefferson Avenue Presbyterian Church, 10 a.m. 
11/26 Membership Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m. (Zoom) 
11/29 St. Andrew’s Day Party, Kilgour, Buy Tickets Here 

December 2025
Date Event Food Charity 50/50 Benevolence 
12/1 Membership Meeting, Kilgour, Social Hour 6:00 p.m., Potluck 6:30 p.m., 

Business Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
Election of 
Officers/ 
Trustees & 
Vote on 2026 
Budget 

Potluck COTS – 
Coalition on 
Temporary 

Shelter 

Focus Hope National Trust for 
Scotland 

Foundation 

12/06 Winter Holiday Craft Fair, Kilgour, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
12/09 Executive Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m. (Zoom) 
12/11 Open Library Hours, 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

12/15 Cultural Activities Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m. (Zoom) 
12/16 House Committee Meeting, 5:00 p.m. (Zoom) 

Trustees Meeting, 6:30 p.m. (Zoom) 
12/20 Library Committee Business Meeting, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

Open Library Hours, 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
12/24 Membership Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m. (Zoom) 

https://detroitscots.wildapricot.org/event-6382279


2025/2026 SASD CALENDAR 

January 2026
Date Event Food Charity 50/50 Benevolence 
1/05 Membership Meeting, Kilgour, Social Hour 6:00 p.m., Potluck 6:30 p.m., 

Business Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
Chili 

Cookoff 
SOCH – South 

Oakland 
Citizens for the 

Homeless 

Flower 
Fund 

St. Andrew’s 
Society Honour 

Guard 

1/08 Open Library Hours, 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

1/10 Holiday Take Down, Kilgour, 10:00 - Noon 
1/10 Curling with the Detroit Scots, more info soon 
1/13 Executive Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m. (Zoom) 
1/17 Library Committee Business Meeting, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

Open Library Hours, 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
1/19 Cultural Activities Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m. (Zoom) 
1/20 House Committee Meeting, 5:00 p.m. (Zoom) 

Trustees Meeting, 6:30 p.m. (Zoom) 
1/22 Open Library Hours, 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

1/24 Burns Supper, Kilgour, more info soon 
1/28 Membership Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m. (Zoom) 

CALENDAR SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

CLICK HERE 
for our October 

2025 Photo Album 

REMINDER:  At an SASD event?  Take photos!  Send them to 
flingeditor@detroitscots.com!

mailto:flingeditor@detroitscots.com
https://detroitscots.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/October-2025.pdf


Proposed SASD Bylaw 
Changes 

Change Summary 

• Elected officers – President, First Vice President, Second Vice President, Secretary,
Membership Secretary, and Treasurer

• Terms of office – 2 years, staggered / Board of Trustees remains 3 years; staggered
• Standardize title – Chair - appointed or volunteer (replaces Chairperson)
• Note: Committee Chair is accountable – the committee is responsible
• Reordering of articles and use of bullet points for readability

For a complete description of the changes, including “before and after” wording, click on the link 
below.  Members must sign in to Wild Apricot to access this file.

Proposed Bylaw Changes 10-24-2025.pdf

Please thank our committee members Bob Richardson, Julie Bartoy, Bruce Gray, and Jack Ruby 
for their hard work pulling this together.
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Beth Frahm 
Benevolence Chair 

Our Benevolences

At our November 3rd meeting, we will be collecting new toys, games, and books for The Marine 
Foundation Toys for Tots program. Please do not gift wrap the items. We have a long-standing 
relationship with the Toys for Tots program and, our donations continue to grow each year! Thank 
you!
If, you prefer a monetary donation for the charity of the month, we can accept PayPal online 
at detroitscots.com/donate. You must indicate it is for the charity of the month in the note and 
ask for it to be matched if you would like to do so. Checks and cash are always collected 
at all monthly meetings. Checks are to be made payable to the St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit 
with the name of the charity in the memo line.
Looking ahead on our calendar, we will be supporting the following charities in the coming 
months:
December 1st - Coalition on Temporary Shelter (COTS)   Please bring toiletries, 
dental hygiene, feminine hygiene pads, twin size sheets, pajamas (children through adult), wash 
cloths, coloring books, board games, baby formula (ready- made), diaper rash cream.
January 5th - South Oakland Citizens for the Homeless, they have an extensive Amazon wish 
list to choose from that I will provide details on next month. They can always use new underwear, 
socks, and sports bras. 

It is great to be back to our monthly meetings and witness our membership 
expanding!  Thank you for the generous donations to Forgotten Harvest in 
October. Tim Reade delivered 375  pounds of food that was collected at our 
meeting. Your generosity is greatly appreciated by those less fortunate than 
ourselves. 
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https://cotsdetroit.org/
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CULTURAL EVENTS
Nae man can tether time nor tide

~Robert Burns

Please Sign Up for Our November General Membership Meeting Potluck! I’m 
looking forward to seeing everyone at our General Membership Meeting on 
November 3rd. If you are able to contribute to the potluck, please sign up here.

Emily Bissell
Cultural Events Director

Can’t bring a dish but still want to contribute? Please consider donating to our general fund! 
Even a dollar or two will help defray the cost of paper goods, coffee, tea, etc. 
November 29th - St. Andrew’s Day Celebration: 
Come enjoy a festive evening complete with plenty of Scottish food, music, dance, and piping! 
Featuring the band Wakefire, the evening will see us enjoying an abundant strolling appetizer 
dinner and Scottish entertainment. Come celebrate this national Scottish holiday together 
with your fellow Scots.  See the menu on the next page.
Member And Guest Pre-sale Prices Extended Through 11/3
$100 Dinner & Entertainment
$45 Entertainment only
Public Prices Start 11/4
$110 Dinner & Entertainment
$55 Entertainment only
November 22nd - Deck the Kilgour, January 10th, 2026 - Holiday Take down
A fun holiday tradition, this is a great way to have some fun and get to know your fellow Scots. In 
conjunction with the House Committee, we will be decking our hall for the holiday season. 
Light refreshments will be provided. Sign up here.
January 10th, 2026 - Curling at the Detroit Curling Club. More details to follow.
January 24th, 2026 - Burns Supper
We will again be hosting a traditional Burns Supper in honor of Robert Burns, the bard of 
Scotland. Tickets will be on sale on 12/1/25. Member & Guest Presale $100 through 12/25. 
Public tickets $110. Ticket sales end 1/11/26. Come enjoy what has become an annual tradition 
for many members and non-members alike!
More events are being added to our calendar all the time. Make sure to visit our events page 
to stay up to date on all our upcoming events!
Find volunteer opportunities at our Sign Up Genius landing page.
We want to hear from you!  Got an idea for an event you’d like to see? Want to host an 
activity? Want to get involved and don’t know where to start? Please email your ideas and 
questions to culturalevents@detroitscots.com.
Do you want to discover if the Cultural Activities Committee is for you? Come check out our next 
committee on November 17th via Zoom. 

Link to Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 878 6259 4600

Passcode: 723223
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040949A5A72AA2FB6-59406582-november#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040949A5A72AA2FB6-59745379-deck#/
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Strolling Appetizer Dinner with Scottish Faire 
Provided By T&M Catering 

Hors D’oeuvres 

à Smoked salmon wrapped asparagus 
à Charcuterie trays 
à Sicilian green olives, buffalo carpaccio, cornichon pickles 
à Aged cheddar, provolone, dill havarti, oldani salami 
à Marinated bell peppers, marinated black olives, artichoke & provolone 
à Focaccia & spiced mustards 

Dinner Buffet 

à Butternut squash winter salad 
à Spiced butternut squash, dried cherries, 
à Feta, sliced almonds, red onion 
à Mixed red greens & crisp romaine 
à Dijon vinaigrette 
à Cullen skink 
à Haddock, parsnip, pepper & rich cream base 
à Crusty bakery fresh bread Butter 
à Haricot verts & turn cut carrots 
à Traditional Scottish Neeps & Tatties 
à Balmoral chicken 
à Bacon Wrapped Chicken Breast stuffed with Haggis 
à Whisky Cream Sauce 
à Roast Norwegian Salmon over Steamed Spinach, Spiced Mustard 

Glaze 

Miniature Desserts 

à Sticky Toffee Pudding 
à Medjool Dates & Drambuie Crème Sauce 
à Traditional Scottish Shortbread, Sugar Glaze Finish 
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• Food Vendors
• Gates
• Volunteer Food
• Raffle
• Scribe & Action Item Manager

Do you have other ideas you'd like to share? I would love to hear them. Please email me or 
call anytime: 734-904-9510.
I remain dedicated to the success of our Games. I remain dedicated to you.
Warmly,
Julie Palmer

ANNUAL HIGHLAND GAMES

Julie Palmer
Highland Games Chair

Happy Spooky Season!
A small team of us have spent this month reviewing digital event platforms. Tested technology will 
allow us to centralize ticket sales, volunteer signup, vendor signup, merchandise, beer and whisky 
sales, and a whole lot more. I'm deeply grateful to our team who've dedicated a few of their 
evenings to this process. We hope to make a decision soon. I'll bring an update to our member 
meeting as soon as we have a decision. 
If you'd like to look at our two best options, you can go to eventeny.com and
event-essentials.net. 
I'm excited to introduce our new Technology Chair. Chris Houghten is a seasoned IT 
professional and I'm thrilled to welcome him aboard. Chris has participated in our digital 
platform reviews and I'm confident he'll be able to thrive as our new Chair.
We still need your energy and enthusiasm as we fill the remaining Chair positions:
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Membership Secretary

Julie Bartoy 
Membership Secretary

It was a busy meeting at the Kilgour Centre on October 6.  We initiated 19 people into Society 
Membership: Jennifer Anderson, Sandra Bartoski, Ellece Campbell, Penny Murphy, 
Eileen Giesbrecht, Marilyn Joan Grazioli, Shawn Grose, Mark Harris, Patricia Holland-Soma, 
Nicole Lawson, Jason MacKenzie, Kathleen Martin, James E. and James A. MacKechnie (a 
father and son team), John Robertson, Andrew Thomson, John Swift Vanderlaan, and 
Nadine Walker (mother of Rhonda Walker).  Two of our new members have deep family roots 
with our Society, making for a very special initiation.  Andrew Thomson is the son of 
our deceased member John Thomson, and Mark Harris is the son of Elaine and Rod Harris, 
who are Life Members.  It was a wonderful ceremony, and please be sure and give all 
our new members a warm Detroit Scot welcome when you see them.  
November begins our membership renewal season.  All members, including Life Members, will 
receive an email in November requesting that your membership be renewed.  So, please watch 
for the email; renewals are due by January 1, 2026.  If you do not have email, you will receive a 
paper renewal notice.  All members need to take a moment to review their membership profile and 
their contact information. 
Anyone who is not a Life Member will owe their annual dues.  Dues can be paid through the 
membership system with a credit card (there will be a 3% surcharge to use a credit card).  
Members can also bring cash or a check to the November meeting and give it to me there.  
Checks need to be made payable to St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit.  If you prefer to mail a check, 
please send it to:

Membership Secretary
Kilgour Centre
2363 Rochester Rd.
Troy, MI  48083

There are two ways to become a Life Member:
1. Initiated into the St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit on or before January 1, 2006, and have

reached the age of 70 years.
2. Initiated into the St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit on or before January 1, 2016, have reached

the age of 50 years, and pay a one-time fee of $650.
If you believe that you are eligible for Life Member status, please email me 
at membership@detroitscots.com and I will investigate it for you.
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The Kilgour Centre Fund Drive
Saving our Kilgour Scottish Centre

In just this last month, $3501.51 has been donated!  Since September 1st, $7057.67 in 
donations were made, raising our total donations to $13,137.07. All donors are greatly 
appreciated! 
The Kilgour Fund Drive’s goal is to raise $60,000 in one year from September 1st, 2025, through 
August 31st, 2026.  Every member is urged to participate in the Kilgour Centre Fund Drive 
by giving $200.  You could choose to donate $16.67 monthly, $50 quarterly or, make a one-
time donation of $200.  If donating at that level is too high right now, any size donation 
would be greatly appreciated.    
Your donation can be made by logging into Wild Apricot and going to the “Members’ Only” 
homepage or, through the QR code on the Kilgour Fund business cards located by the front desk 
inside the Kilgour.  If you’d prefer to write a check, make it out to St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit, 
write Account #40507 in the memo line and mail it to:

St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit
c/o Kilgour Fund Drive 
2363 Rochester Rd. 
Troy, MI 48083 

Thank you again to all our donors!  Enjoy the Fling to gain monthly donation updates, Kilgour 
projects and, other Kilgour fund raising events.  This past month the parking lot was sealed and 
re-black topped and, mulch was delivered and spread beautifying the Kilgour’s gardens.  Work on 
the Kilgour’s HVAC system will begin soon and, other steps to further protect the Kilgour from 
freezing pipes will soon begin.
To raise further funds for the Kilgour, the Fund Development Committee announces our first, 
Winter Holiday Craft Fair from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, December 6th.  We will be raising 
funds by selling tables to crafters inside the Kilgour and in our parking lot!  We’re also selling 
space to four food trucks.   If you’d like to be a vendor, please click here 
winterholidaycraftfair.artcall.org.  We’re asking our membership to come and have fun and 
volunteer for various jobs.  We’re looking for 20 fun loving volunteers.  If you can donate a couple 
of hours or the full day.  There is something for everyone.  Click on this link to sign up 
Holiday Craft Fair Volunteers Sign Up.   Special thanks to the show’s organizer, Liz 
Douglas!  See you all at the fair!     

Don Hiruo & Van Rohr
Kilgour Fund Development Committee
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Off The Shelf… News from the Charles S. Low Memorial Library 

St. Andrew's Archival Committee is an all-volunteer group headed by Dennis Clements. It 
is responsible for the intake of materials, organizing, preserving, and cataloging the 
Society's historical documents. This includes best practices for handling fragile 
materials such as original membership books bound in leather, digitization techniques, and 
creating accessible finding aids. Proper preservation is essential requiring acid-free boxes 
and folders which meet the requirement standards of NARA and keeping the storage 
temperature and humidity at proper levels. To these ends, we have been assisted by the 
expertise of the archivist at Clark Historical Library at Central Michigan University and work with 
St. Andrew's artifacts already cataloged at the Burton Historical Collection. By supporting the 
archives program, we are able to ensure that our records are preserved and are available to 
provide the work of staff and the research needs of our members as well as any outside 
interest from the local communities and the public. The goal of the Archives Committee is to 
have our records housed in an online database which will offer quick access to the St. 
Andrew's Society of Detroit's  archives.
Article written by Ann Brown and Janet Bobby

As of 10/20/2025
$13,137.07
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For our November book discussion, we will be reading  How to Kill a Witch: a Guide for the 
Patriarchy by Claire Mitchell and Zoe Venditozzi.

Description:

Scotland, 1563: Crops failed. People starved. And the 
Devil's influence was stronger than ever, at least, that's what 
everyone believed. If you were a woman living in Scotland during this 
turbulent time, there was a very good chance that you, or someone you 
knew, would be tried as a witch. Witch hunts ripped through the country 
for over 150 years, with at least 4,000 accused, and with many women's 
fates sealed by a grizzly execution of strangulation, followed by burning.

During the chaos of the Reformation, violence against women was codified for 
the first time in the Witchcraft Act―a tool of theocratic control with one chilling 
goal: to root out witches and rid the land of evil. What followed was a dark and 
misogynistic chapter in history that fanned the flames of witch hunts across the 
globe, including the United States and beyond. In order to understand 
why it happened, they have broken down the entire horrifying process, 
step-by-step, from identification of individuals, to their accusation, 
''pricking'', torture, confessions, execution and beyond. 

This captivating (and often infuriating) account, which weaves a rich tapestry of trial 
transcripts, witness accounts, and the documents that set the legal grounds for the witch hunts, 
exposes how this violent period of history mirrors today's struggles for justice and equality. How to 
Kill a Witch is a powerful, darkly humorous reminder of the dangers of superstition, bias, and 
ignorance, and a warning to never forget the past… while raising the question of whether it could 
ever happen again.

(The American edition will be published on September 30, but you can get the British 
edition from Amazon, Alibris, or other booksellers if you can't wait.)

The Low Library Book Club will meet on November 10th at 5:30 p.m.(EST) on Zoom. 
Contact Cathy McCullough Les at library@detroitscots.com if you have any questions.
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SIGN UP BY CLICKING HERE

Map to Panera Bread
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SIGN UP BY CLICKING HERE

SIGN UP BY CLICKING HERE
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BUY TICKETS
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SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER

BECOME A VENDOR
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Thoughts and Prayers

Life Member Kenneth Perrin passed away on October 7, 2025.  Ken had 
been a member of the St. Andrew's Society of Detroit since 1990.  Please 
keep his family in your thoughts and prayers during this time

Kenneth Perrin Obituary
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Want your Clan plaque added to 
our Burns Room display?
Want to showcase your Scottish 
heritage at home or in your office?
Or perhaps you want to give 
someone a special gift.
If so, contact Carol  Zagorowska 
at cazago@sbcglobal.net  

Clan Crest Plaque Order Form 

Name:  

Email or text info: 

Donate to Kilgour & verified Clan not displayed in Burns Room: yes [   ] 

or      Large 10x12   ($130.00)

Clan: 

Tartan: 

Price: $$85.00  

Purchase for personal use:

Circle Size:    Standard 7x8   ($85.00)       

Clan: 

Tartan:  

Circle Wood color:    Light    or    Dark 

Return form to Carol 
Zagorowska email:  
cazago@sbcglobal.net

-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

November 2025 The Highland Fling Page 19 of 22

mailto:cazago@sbcglobal.net


Get your company in the Fling! 

For $20 you can place an ad in the Fling. 
See last page in this Fling or

Email the Fling Editor at  

flingeditor@detroitscots.com 
for an advertisement form! 

Choose to support the SASD 
with your shopping at Kroger!

The St. Andrew's Society has been approved 
for the Kroger Community Rewards Program.  
When you select our Society as your chosen 
Non-Profit, and use your Kroger Plus 
account to shop, we will receive a donation!
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Located at the Kilgour Scottish 
Centre

2363 Rochester Road Troy, MI  
48083 Phone:  248.526.1849 
kilgour@detroitscots.com

The Highland Fling is produced 
by Shelby Brown Rohr, 
Communications Director 
flingeditor@detroitscots.com

We’re on the Web! 

detroitscots.com 

thekilgour.com 

highlandgames.com 

Founded in the year 1849, St. Andrew's 
Society of Detroit is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization and is the oldest benevolent 
organization in the State of Michigan. Our 
mission is to provide assistance to 
fellow Scots and to encourage the love of 
Scotland through its history, customs, 
music, literature, and national games. 

Note:  Our Birthday Wishes are coming from our Membership System for 
those members who update their profile with their Month of Birth. 
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FLING ADVERTISEMENT FORM 
Business Name: ______________________________________________________ 
Business Address: ____________________________________________________ 

             ____________________________________________________ 
Business Phone: ________________________________________ 
Business Website: ______________________________________ 
Information about the business (attach description or business card):   
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Which month(s):______________________________________________________________ 
$20 Payment (business card ad) □ Check  □ Cash    □ Credit Card 
$30 Payment (1/4 page ad)    □ Check   □ Cash  □ Credit Card 
$50 Payment (half page ad – only one per month):  □ Check   □ Cash  □ Credit Card 
Make Check out to the St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit 
Mail completed form and check to: St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit, Attn Fling Editor, 2363 Rochester Road, Troy, MI 48083 
FOR EDITOR USE ONLY 

Month:  □ January   □ February   □ March   □ April   □ May   □ June    □ September    □ October 
□ November   □ December                                  PAID $__________ 

A Scottish Benevolent Society founded in 1849 and an IRC 501(c)(3) charitable organization
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