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A not-so Wee Fling Dedicated to our 172nd Annual Highland Games!
Click Picture to go to Ticket Sales

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/st-andrews-society-of-detroit-2021-highland-games-tickets-94173825447
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172nd Highland Games News

August 6 & 7, 2021

It is so exciting to be planning a full Highland Games – but it is also a little bit overwhelming. It will be a great feeling for all 
of us on Sunday, August 8 when the trailer is packed and the last barrel of trash is in the dumpster. We will feel that we 
have shared our Scottish heritage and traditions with the general public and continued the tradition of the Annual 
Highland Games.
We are doing our part(s). But, we need you to be at our sides and help us. Volunteer. Sell raffle tickets. Consider 
sponsoring a trophy. Volunteer. Buy a Games shirt. Ask a friend or relative to volunteer.  Make a donation for the Golf 
Carts. Volunteer. Buy or sell some more raffle tickets.  
Remember, the proceeds from the Raffle go toward scholarships. Raffle Chair, Danice Chisholm would love to send you 
more tickets. Just contact her. Volunteer. Read the whole issue of the Fling to see what else you might do to help make 
the 172nd Annual Highland Games totally wonderful. Our Field Chair, Stuart Kennedy has a nice article with a plea for 
help. Kelly Hemmerling, Trophy Chair is asking for donations to defray the cost of the trophies we give our dancers, 
athletes, pipers and tug of war teams. If you are not able to help or donate, please consider asking a neighbor or friend if 
they can. Young people will sometimes respond to the call for volunteering – if they are asked. Try it.
For 171 years the St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit has sponsored a great event. Let’s keep up the pace and make the 
172nd Annual Highland Games successful. Let’s show the world that the Detroit Scots are a tough group and that we did 
not suffer a setback during the pandemic of 2020.
If you have any questions, suggestions, or comments, please contact one of us.

Cathy, Jerry and Glen  

All shirts must be ordered no later than Friday, July 9, 2021, at 6:00 pm. 

All shirts are $20.00. Only one color. Available sizes are shown on the 
Google form.
When you pick up the shirts, you can pay by cash or check only, payable to 
"Annual Highland Games".

Pick up dates:
• Tuesday, July 20, 1:00 - 4:00 pm at Kilgour Scottish Centre
• Wednesday, July 21, 10:00 am - Noon - Kilgour Scottish Centre
• Thursday, July 22, 7:00 - 9:00 pm - Kilgour Scottish Centre
• Wednesday, August 4, 6:30 pm-- at Greenmead Historical Park

Volunteer meeting in the evening.

Questions or comments, please contact:   
HighlandGamesChair@DetroitScots.com

To place an order, fill out this Google form: 

Highland Games T-Shirt Pre-Sale!

Note:  there are no free volunteer shirts for 2021
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President Emma Velasco wishes all of our members a nice summer and look for her at the 
Games!

Click this picture to Volunteer at the Games!

Or copy paste this URL address in your browser:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040949a5a72aa2fb6-draft

Or if you just don't trust all this new technology, you can print and fill out the next page to volunteer 
on paper! Email it to volunteers@detroitscots.com

As of Thursday, July 1st, 2021
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2021 VOLUNTEER FORM 

In addition to the Cèilidh on Friday, August 6 and the Games on Saturday, August 7, 
your help is needed from Monday, August 2 through Sunday August 8, 2021. 

Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ______________________________________________________ 

Email Address: _______________________________________________________ 

Preferred Areas to Volunteer: ___________________________________________ 

Preferred Times to Volunteer: ___________________________________________ 

Notes: ______________________________________________________________ 

Areas and times are subject to availability at the time of sign-up. 

As a volunteer at the Annual Highland Games, I understand I am assuming the risk of injury, 
and holding harmless, the Non-Profit St. Andrews Society of Detroit, DBA The Annual 
Highland Games. 

My volunteer efforts are a donation to the betterment and support of St. Andrews Society of 
Detroit, and The Highland Games, and I agree to forego any Workman’s Compensation benefits 
that might be available to someone in my volunteer capacity. 

Should I be injured in any way during my service as a volunteer at the 2021 Annual Highland 
Games, I agree to waive any rights I may have to litigate or pursue compensation from St. 
Andrews Society of Detroit, and The Annual Highland Games. 

My intent as a volunteer is to assist St. Andrews Society of Detroit, and The Annual Highland 
Games, have a successful event, and my benefit will be the financial support that the Non-
Profits will obtain from a successful weekend. 

Signature: _________________________________________________________________ 

Please provide this form to Glen Milligan or send a copy to volunteers@detroitscots.com 
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HELP WANTED

Highland Games Field Crew
I am the Highland Games Field Crew Chair. My team and I setup tents, mark off boundaries, build the gates, setup the 
heavy athletic field, put up the snow fencing around the event, to name a few tasks. This takes us the entire week prior to 
actual day and a half of the Games. We show up at Greenmead about 8:00 am every day starting on Monday and work until  
5:00 pm, with a lunch break, setting up the grounds for the Games. 
It takes 10-15 people per day to get everything accomplished. Two years ago, we purchased a gently used 54 foot semi-
trailer to replace our aging, smaller semi-trailer. This year, along with field set up, we will be building a shelving system into 
the new trailer, and transferring everything out of the old trailer. We are in need of a couple carpenter-type individuals that 
know enough about wood working to install a plywood shelving system in the new trailer. The walls of the trailer are lined 
with wood already. 
In years past, we had a few young men that were part of the hired tent crew, that we employed to pound in snow fence 
posts. Unfortunately, we don't have access to that resource this year. We are needing help in several spots in and around 
the field, and its not all heavy work, putting up the snow fencing with zip ties is light and not a lot of lifting. 
If you can spare a day or two or more or even a few hours during the day at Greenmead, we would really appreciate  your 
help. If you have any particular field or trailer questions, please feel free to reach me at the email or phone number below.
(Don't worry if the 20 slots are filled, just call or email me to add your name to the list!)

You can volunteer for the Field Crew Set up on our Sign up Genius website by clicking below:

Slainte,
Stuart Kennedy
Highland Games Field Chair
stumo00@yahoo.com
313-405-0169

Ticket Gates

Ticket Gate Chair, Shelly Kemp, is asking that you consider volunteering at the Ticket Gates, one of the most critical spots 
of the Games.  Gates can get quite congested and need to be able to process the ticket process quickly to keep the crowd 
moving.  Our Gates open at 8 am with a change of shift at 11 am.  The biggest problem is getting the gates staffed in the 
afternoon when things slow down at the Gates.  But people still walk up and need to purchase tickets..  

Please consider volunteering to help at the Gates.  Ask your family, neighbors, and friends to join you!

Shelly Kemp
Highland Games Ticket Gate Chair
ShellyLkemp@gmail.com
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LET'S Show Them We Care. 

2021 Raffle Update

Thanks to our members who prepaid with their annual dues. There were 93 members who are 
prepaid in 2021, last year only 38 members prepaid for their Raffle Tickets. 
In 2020,  we raised $14,995 from 270 members!
 And our team at the 2021 Irish Fest sold $1000, twice the amount from 2020. Now ,we just need 
everyone to buy their 4 tickets, plus another hundred members to sell even more tickets.  Contact 
Danice Chisholm, Raffle Chair at danice@comcast.net or call 248-506-9242.
The students are eager to get back to their music and dancing. 

Contact Danice at danice@comcast.net or call 248-506-9242.
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July 1, 2021 

Greetings Fellow Scot, 

As you know, the St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit is a 501(c)3 organization. All profits from our 
Highland Games go toward charities the Society supports. The organizations are local and 
national charities such as Alma College, The Salvation Army and The National Trust of 
Scotland. The William Kincaid Scholarship for Scottish Arts is the only one of its kind sponsored 
by a St. Andrew’s Society anywhere. I know this is a source of pride for all of our members, 
especially as we have enjoyed hearing and seeing our scholarship recipients perform at 
membership meetings in the past. 

Each year as Games time approaches, we ask members to support the Games by making a 
donation to sponsor a trophy or medal. Competitions include pipes and drums, heavy athletics, 
tug-o-war, Highland dance, best clan showcase and even the shortbread competition. The 
estimated cost of combined trophies and medals has exceeded $6,000 per year in the past.  

Because there will not be a printed program this year and in lieu of conditions which are still 
somewhat in flux, we are not able to accept donations for specific awards in memoriam, but we 
are still in need of donations for trophies and medals for our competitors. Any amount that 
you could donate would help our Society maintain our tradition of awarding beautiful, high 
quality pewter plates and medals to the best of our competitors. 

If you are able to donate, please send your check or money order (U.S. funds only) 
Payable to “Annual Highland Games” with “Trophy Donation” in the memo line to: 

St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit 
Trophy Contributions 
Kilgour Scottish Centre 
2363 Rochester Road 
Troy, MI  48083 

Thank you in advance for your support. 

Yours aye, 

Kelly Hemmerling 
Trophy Chair 
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St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit is looking for trophy donations to help cover the cost of trophies at this year’s games.  Trophy and 
medal set donations will be divided between dancing, piping and athletic competitions.

q Large Trophy: $75 
qMedium Trophy: $65
q Small Trophy: $50
qMedal Set: $30
q General Donation  $______

Circle one:      In memory of          In honor of

________________________________________________________
Name of Individual in honor/memory of

_______________________________________________________
Name of person or group for this donation 

______________________________________________________
Address

______________________________________________________
City/State/Zip

______________________________________________________
Phone

______________________________________________________
Email

Please check the donation you wish to make:

Trophy Donation

St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit
Annual Highland Games

St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit is looking for trophy donations to help cover the cost of trophies at this year’s games.  Trophy and 
medal set donations will be divided between dancing, piping and athletic competitions.

q Large Trophy: $75 
qMedium Trophy: $65
q Small Trophy: $50
qMedal Set: $30
q General Donation  $______

Circle one:      In memory of          In honor of

________________________________________________________
Name of Individual in honor/memory of

_______________________________________________________
Name of person or group for this donation 

______________________________________________________
Address

______________________________________________________
City/State/Zip

______________________________________________________
Phone

______________________________________________________
Email

Please check the donation you wish to make:

Trophy Donation

St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit
Annual Highland Games

Mail completed form along with a check 
payable to “Annual Highland Games” 
with "Trophy Donation" in memo to: 

Annual Highland Games
Trophy Contributions
2363 Rochester Road

Troy, MI 48083

Mail completed form along with a check 
payable to “Annual Highland Games” 
with "Trophy Donation" in memo to: 

Annual Highland Games
Trophy Contributions
2363 Rochester Road

Troy, MI 48083
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CEILIDH - Entertainment
CEILIDH (prounounced Kay-Lee) It is a kick-off party/concert to 

our Annual Highland Games and is held the night before the 
Games on the Games field.

CrossBow is a high-energy Celtic band originating in Allendale, Michigan 
and has had the pleasure of sharing their distinct sound to a wide variety 
of audiences. The dynamic group initially met at Grand Valley State 
University as students and young musicians where they founded one of 
campus’ first Celtic music organizations. While CrossBow can be heard at 
Irish and Scottish music festivals across the Midwest, much of the thrill in 
experiencing a CrossBow performance actually transcends the music 
itself. This excitement stems from the contagious joy and comradery 
shared between the players, and communicated directly with their 
audience. Apparent from the moment they hit the stage – these high-
energy musicians naturally feed off of one another, creating a dynamic, 
wholly unique performance that shouldn’t be missed.

stonecloverband.com
Ceilidh Performance Time:  9:45pm; Encore 10:45 pm

Highland Games Performance Time:  4:00pm; Encore 5:00 pm

Stone Clover are the rock band born in an Irish pub that your parents warned you about. 
Upbeat high energy takes on traditional songs peppered in with their infectious original 
songs are sure to get the crowd moving and singing along. The band has been 
combining different genres with Irish traditional instruments and rock and roll tones to 
create a style they have dubbed “Paddy Slag”.

xbowmusic.com
Ceilidh Performance Time:  8:30 pm 

Highland Games Performance Time:  2:30 pm

pictusmusic.com

Ceilidh Performance Time:  7:15 pm
Highland Games Performance Time:  1:00 pm

Pictus has been thrilling audiences all over the country with their unique take on 
primal drums & bagpipes. You can feel the thunder of the war drums and hear the 
call of the great Highland bagpipes and let the music lift your spirits, stir your soul 
and speak to the voice of your ancestors. 

But Pictus is not simply a “bagpipe and drum band” for there are stories, tales 
and jokes to be told by Oengus Mac Og, the drummer & voice of Pictus. There is 
Irish and Scottish Highland dance provided by the energetic and beautiful Ceilidh 
Shillelagh.  There are Irish pennywhistle and original compositions by Tallisyn. So 
stand up, sound your barbaric YAWP! and be transported by Pictus!
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2021 Shortbread Contest 
at the Highland Games

Think you make good Shortbread? Enter yours this year at the 2021 St. Andrew's 
Annual Highland Games, at Greenmead Historical Park! On Saturday, August 7th... just 
turn at least 12 Samples to the Welcome Center, before Noon. The Winner will be 
announced and the Trophy Presented after the Tug of War Contest on the Main Field. 
The Winner must submit their recipe.
We had a wonderful time judging the last 2019 Shortbread Contest and here are the 
Sweet results... Congratulations to our First Place Winner:  Shirley Davidson (top 
picture)
Thank you to the last Judges' Panel:  Christy Haradean - Shortbread Chair, Sophia 
Malnowsky, Kelly Hemmerling, Nancy Navarre, Rene Bushey - CoChair, and Karen 
Wood. (bottom picture)

The History of Scottish Shortbread  
The story of shortbread begins with the medieval “biscuit bread”. Any leftover dough from bread making was dried out in a 
low oven until it hardened into a type of rusk: the word “biscuit” means “twice cooked”. Gradually the yeast in the bread was 
replaced by butter, and biscuit bread developed into shortbread.
Shortbread was an expensive luxury and for ordinary people, shortbread was a special treat reserved just for special 
occasions such as weddings, Christmas and New Year. In Shetland it was traditional to break a decorated shortbread cake 
over the head of a new bride on the threshold of her new home. The custom of eating shortbread at New Year has its 
origins in the ancient pagan Yule Cakes which symbolized the sun. In Scotland it is still traditionally offered to “first footers” 
at New Year.

Shortbread has been attributed to Mary, Queen of Scots, who in the mid-16th century was said to be 
very fond of Petticoat Tails, a thin, crisp, buttery shortbread originally flavoured with caraway seeds.
There are two theories regarding the name of these biscuits. It has been suggested that the name 
“petticoat tail” may be a corruption of the French petites gatelles (“little cakes”).
However these traditional Scottish shortbread biscuits may in fact date back beyond the 12th century. 
The triangles fit together into a circle and echo the shape of the pieces of fabric used to make a full-
gored petticoat during the reign of Elizabeth I. The theory here is that the name may have come from 
the word.

Shortbread is traditionally formed into one of three shapes: one large circle divided into segments (“Petticoat Tails”); 
individual round biscuits (“Shortbread Rounds”); or a thick rectangular slab cut into “fingers.”
Shortbread Petticoat Tails and Shortbread Fingers, shown below...
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We would like to welcome our newest members, sworn in at the June 2021 membership meeting.   Our first meeting 
back at the Hall was a "Hybrid" version including in person and Zoom!  What technology!  Thank you, Doug Reith!

New Detroit Scots Welcome Corner

New Members:
• Janet Mix Bobby
• Judy Nimer Muhn
• Shelia Mitchell
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Unfortunately, we are still waiting for the link to purchase tickets for 
this event from the Tigers.  This information will be shared via EBlast 

as soon as it is available!



Pics from our June 2021 Membership Meeting
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Congratulations to Chicago Scots President Gus Noble as he has been 
recognized as an Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British 
Empire (OBE) by Queen Elizabeth II “for service to Scottish culture in 
the United States of America.”

A Note of Thanks!
Cliff and I would like to thank the following for bucking the heat and helping sell raffle tickets at the Motor City Irish 
Festival:
Cathy Hasse, Kent Richards, Ron Cunningham, Brian Maddaford, Micki McFarlane, Joe Marzka, Betsy Scothorn, Christy 
Haradean, Ann Campbell, and Brenda Mattila.
Thanks,
Claudia Scott

A Noble Scot!

Member David Stout celebrated his birthday on 24 June at 
Kilgour Center. It was the first private rental event since the 
pandemic had shut us down. With a lovely meal for roughly 30 
people from Holiday Catering, everyone was treated to piping, 
dancing, and a variety of Scottish jokes and reminiscences. Of 
course, there was whisky for toasting - but only from distilleries 
that David had personally (and thoroughly) inspected.

After singing 'A wee deoch and 
Doris" and reading a Scottish poem, 
Beannacht, the event closed with a 
playing of Auld Lang Syne. It was a 
celebration not only of a birthday 
(David has reached the category of 'No 
longer the youngest), but it was also a 
celebration for most, of the first time 
they could venture out into the world in 
a larger social setting.
Kilgour Center, with Kathleene hosting 
us for drinks, was a perfect venue.

A Birthday Party!

July 2021 The Highland Fling Page 14 of 19

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q6XBOw73kno
https://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/poem/beannacht-blessing/


IN OUR THOUGHTS
Edward A. Sproul, age 83, passed away June 22, 2021. Beloved husband of 46 wonderful years to the 
late Joyce, who passed in February 2021. Joyce & Ed were long time members of the St. Andrew's 
Society.
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/detroitnews/name/edward-sproul-obituary?pid=199153614

Many members may have known Barb Ogilvie. She was a fixture at the SASD tent at the Highland 
Games.  She passed away a few weeks ago.

https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/obituaries/Barbara-Ogilvie/

Check out our Highland Games Website for more 
information like this!

· Tug O'War
· Kilted-K
· Whisky Tastings
· Clan Row
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Off the Shelf… News about the Charles S. Low Memorial Library 

The Library continues to receive requests for historical information about the Society, family members, and organizations or 
events that St. Andrew’s may have been associated with in the past. The Library staff has done it’s best to respond to these 
individuals to get the information they are looking for. As mentioned at the last membership meeting, we will be reaching out 
to all of you in the future for your assistance in helping members and the community getting answers to their questions. 
Once again the Library Staff would like to reach out to the membership in asking for any pictures, documents, or artifacts 
that you have relating to the St. Andrew’s Hall in Detroit or the Society. It may be something tucked away in the attic or 
basement from yourself or a relative. You can either donate to the Library or bring in so that we can copy or take a picture 
and you take it back home. 

The Low Library Book Club: Cathy McCullough Les (Chair)   
Next meeting will be September 20th at 5:30 pm 

Our next book will be Blackhouse (Lewis’s trilogy, #1) by Peter May.
From acclaimed author and television dramatist Peter May comes the first book in the 
Lewis Trilogy - a riveting mystery series set on the Isle of Lewis in Scotland's Outer 
Hebrides, a formidable and forbidding world where tradition rules and people adhere to 
ancient ways of life. 
When a grisly murder occurs on the Isle of Lewis that has the hallmarks of a killing, 
he's investigating on the mainland, Edinburgh detective and native islander Fin 
Macleod is dispatched to see if the two deaths are connected. His return after nearly 
two decades not only represents a police investigation, but a voyage into his own 
troubled past. As Fin reconnects with the places and people of his tortured childhood, 
he feels the island once again asserting its grip on his psyche. And every step forward 
in solving the murder takes him closer to a dangerous confrontation with the tragic 
events of the past that shaped - and nearly destroyed - Fin's life. (From 
BookBrowse.com)

Library Hours: 
     The 3rd Saturday of every month from 11:30am to 3:30pm
     The 2nd and 4th Thursday’s every month 10:30am to 3:30pm
     Also, by appointment      Email:  library@detroitscots.com  Web Page: https://detroitscots.com/library/

Library Staff:
Julie Bartoy, Ann Brown, Maryann Clark, Marge Cowan, Sharon Cross, Faith Frederick, Nan Fromm, Irene Hall, Stuart 
Kennedy, Maureen Lipovsky, Cathy McCullough Les, Nancy Waters, 
Dennis Clements (Chair)   Honorary Member:  Dick Fromm        Contributors: Linda Davenport
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Located at the Kilgour Scottish Centre

2363 Rochester Road Troy, MI  48083 
Phone:  248.526.1849 
kilgour@detroitscots.com

The Highland Fling is produced by
Shelby Brown Rohr, Communications Director
flingeditor@detroitscots.com

We’re on the Web! 

www.detroitscots.com 

www.thekilgour.com 

www.highlandgames.com 

Founded in the year 1849, St. Andrew's Society 
of Detroit is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
and is the oldest benevolent organization in the 
State of Michigan. Our mission is to provide 
assistance to fellow Scots and to encourage the 
love of Scotland through its history, customs, 
music, literature, and national games. 

July Birthdays 
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FLING ADVERTISEMENT FORM 
Business Name: ______________________________________________________ 
Business Address: ____________________________________________________ 

             ____________________________________________________ 
Business Phone: ________________________________________ 
Business Website: ______________________________________ 
Information about the business (attach description or business card):   
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Which month(s):______________________________________________________________ 
$20 Payment (business card ad) □ Check  □ Cash    □ Credit Card 
$30 Payment (1/4 page ad)    □ Check   □ Cash  □ Credit Card 
$50 Payment (half page ad – only one per month):  □ Check   □ Cash  □ Credit Card 
Make Check out to the St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit 
Mail completed form and check to: St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit, Attn Fling Editor, 2363 Rochester Road, Troy, MI 48083 
FOR EDITOR USE ONLY 

Month:  □ January   □ February   □ March   □ April   □ May   □ June    □ September    □ October 
□ November   □ December                                  PAID $__________ 
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