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 Fact:   In every Fling, underlined Blue text  is a link to the associated website

Dear Fellow Society Members,
Greetings to everyone – and greetings to Spring!
As we seem to be moving into our second year of our new normal, I am noticing the 
differences we have made in some areas even though we are still really missing the person-
to-person contact. For example, the Zoom meetings have allowed some people to join in 
from remote locations, and the increase in digital outreach has allowed the St. Andrew’s 
Society of Detroit to participate in several forums that likely would not have evolved if we had 
gone along with business as usual.
Hey, I am not saying I’m enjoying the way we are living. It has been stressful, frightening, 
and lonely. But people are figuring out ways to help our Society continue to make a 
difference both within our community and throughout the Scottish-American landscape. As 
President, I am deeply indebted to those who have the imagination and determination to 
keep us moving forward, and as a member, I am honored to be associated with such a great 
group.
Here’s what I mean: we’ve got Trivia & Games Nights, Pub Nights, Membership Meetings, 
Library activities and book club … the list goes on. And maybe most importantly – the 172nd 
Annual Highland Games is planned for August 7th!! Cathy Hasse will bring us up to date on 
the plans so far (see her article later in this newsletter), and it feels like a return to a better 
place. I hope you are all well. I miss you all.

Yours Aye,

Emma Velasco, President
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Lynette McLeod, 
Benevolence Chair 

Our Benevolences Page

THANK YOU MEMBERS! FOR YOUR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR MONTHLY 
CHARITIES THIS YEAR!

THE APRIL CHARITY IS GLEANERS

Please consider making a financial contribution to Gleaners Community Food Bank.

How to Donate
Check:  You can mail a check, payable to the St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit, with the name 
Gleaners in the Memo Line to:   Kilgour Scottish Centre, 2363 Rochester Rd., Troy, MI 48083.

PayPal:  (1) Select the Donate Link on the St. Andrew’s Society website. (2) Click the “PayPal 
Donate Now” button.  (3) Scroll down to the box that says “(Optional) Use this Donation for”  (4) 
Drop down to select April Charity - - Gleaners.

Matching Contributions
St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit Member donations are matched (up to the $100 per member per 
year, to however many charities you contribute throughout the year) from the SASD Middlemas 
Matching fund.

THE APRIL BENVOLENCE IS MACFARLANES' COMPANY

A $2,000 donation will be made by the St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit to MacFarlanes' Company to assist with its 
upcoming 2021 travel and outreach in Scotland.
MacFarlanes' Company, organized by SASD member and Bard, Elliott MacFarlane,  is a volunteer organization that 
uses Living History presentations to teach people, primarily about the rich history and culture of Scotland and the 
Scottish diaspora in North America. By their efforts, MacFarlanes' Company raises funds to support the outstanding 
stewardship and preservation work done by The National Trust for Scotland.  The Company and the NTS work together 
to encourage an understanding and appreciation of Scotland's unique heritage on both sides of the Atlantic.  
MacFarlanes' Company works under the auspices of The National Trust for Scotland, the St. Andrew's Society of 
Detroit, Scottish Heritage USA, and the Clan MacFarlane Society International. http://www.macfarlanescompany.org/ 
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We would like to welcome our newest members, sworn in at the March 2021 membership meeting.   We look forward 
when we can celebrate your new memberships in person!

New Detroit Scots Welcome Corner

• Bruce Gray
• Phil Merrow

• Marilyn Rose
• Brian Rose
• Marc Harlow
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Hello Everyone, I am Patty McKinnon, 
To those of you who know me - I’M BACK! To those who don’t, I look forward to meeting you!
When I joined the St Andrew’s Society of Detroit over 10 years ago, my first volunteer position was Social Activities chair. Over 
the next few years in that chair I learned a lot and enjoyed it all. Seeing the current need to fill the vacancy I have stepped up 
and can hardly wait to “get going!”
It’s already been a few weeks but we’re already on a roll. On Sunday March 21, we spent a wonderful time with over 40 
members at Portofino’s for a super Sunday brunch. Seeing everyone again was special.
I’ve been on Zoom for several meetings with the Executive Board and we are revving up for the future! Tuesday, April 6th 
is Tartan Day so “bring” your tartan to the April 5th Zoom meeting. If you missed our first Pub Night don’t fret. We have 
three more planned with our next one on Friday, April 16th.
We have scheduled our next Trivia & Games night, a Games night (fun and games), for Thursday, April 29th. All these 
activities are just a couple clicks away on Zoom.
On Saturday, May 1st, beginning at 9 o'clock in the morning, we are asking everyone to put on their work gloves and help us 
clean up our landscaping (pull weeds anyone?) at the Kilgour Scottish Centre. We’ll have burgers and beer! Who could ask for 
more?
Stay tuned and be safe - 
Patty McKinnon
socialchair@detroitscots.com

Introducing our New & "Old"  Acting 
Cultural Activities Director!

Scottish Sunday Brunch at Portofino's
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172nd Annual Highland Games

Members of the society can login from www.detroitscots.com, to find our Society 
documents such as past issues of the Highland Fling, the Membership Directory, 
general membership meeting minutes, Treasurer Reports, and the Society Constitution 
and Bylaws.
To login to the Membership & Executive / Trustee website, the first time, you will need 
to follow this link to establish your password for the email address that is on file with 
the Membership Secretary.  This email address is also your username when logging 
in to the Membership area.  Remember that you are in charge of your password and 
can change it at any time.

https://www.detroitscots.com/members/user/password

You can also use this link to reset your password.  Or from the login screen click on 
Forgot Password?

Please note, that at this time, we are not maintaining your personal information on this 
site.  All information that needs to be updated should be sent to the Membership Chair 
at membership@detroitscots.com.

Any difficulties with this process, should be sent to the Web Team at 
webmaster@detroitscots.com.

How to access our Membership Directory & other 
Society Documents

As we write this letter, the plans for the 172nd Annual Highland Games are a ‘go’. As we all know from our experiences in 
the past thirteen months, plans can change rather rapidly. So we are asking all to keep their fingers crossed that come 
August 7th, we will all be able to safely be at Greenmead to celebrate the St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit, 172nd 
Annual Highland Games.
We are approaching our upcoming event in a positive manner. We are continually listening to the newest reports 
regarding the government guidelines for crowd gathering and social distancing. We will continue to be in constant contact 
with the City of Livonia about the newest procedures and strategies to keep everyone safe. We are planning on presenting 
the 2021 Games as best we all can. We want to be able to continue to share our traditions and customs with all fellow 
Scots and Scot “Wanna Bees”.
So right now, we are planning on hosting the best Games possible. True, we will have to downsize a little and cut back in 
many areas, but we will have a Games. To many of us, that is the most important thing. Our attempt last year to offer 
something to our members was successful (despite the rain). We were able to keep the title “Oldest Continuous Games 
in North America” as our tag-line.  
We do plan on Vendors, Clan Row, Wee Bairns, competitions where it will be allowed and sanctioned, a Patron’s Tent, 
Whisky Tasting, and a Ceilidh on Friday night.  
Cathy, Jerry, and Glen
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Our First Pub Night was a fun get-together!
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Click on picture for more information

Click on picture for more information
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Gus Noble to Receive 2021 National Tartan Day Award

Click on picture for more information
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Have You missed a meeting?  Want to know what the 
Games Night is like?  Would you like to watch the 

Burns Night videos again?
It's all on the Detroit Scots Website!
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Our St. Andrew's Pipe Band is in dire need for new socks!

Do we have any expert knitters in this group?   The knitter will be paid and 
the sock pattern is available.  Please contact David Martin at 
davemartin@standrewspipeband.com or call him at 734-516-1923, for more 
details.

April 2021 The Highland Fling

Expert Knitters Needed!

New York Genealogical and Biographical Society is celebrating Tartan Week with two free live webinars dedicated to 
researching your Scottish ancestors.
These two sessions will be valuable for anyone, whether you are just starting, or you have been looking for the Scots in 
your family tree for years. 

Making the Most of Online Sources for Scottish Family History
Wednesday, April 7, 5:00 pm ET - Michelle Leonard, MA PgCert

This presentation will provide a guide to the most useful online resources for Scottish Family history research.
Michelle will explain how to get the most out of each resource and include lots of hints, tips, and practical examples to help 
you explore the lives and times of your Scottish ancestors. 
The live broadcast is free for all to attend, and the presentation will be recorded for NYG&B member access.

Click here to register.
About the Presenter
Michelle Leonard is a professional genealogist, DNA detective, speaker, author, and historian. She runs her own 
genealogical and DNA consultancy business, Genes & Genealogy, and specializes in solving unknown ancestor mysteries 
using a combination of DNA and traditional research. 

Upcoming Tartan Week Webinars

An Introduction to ScotlandsPeople
Thursday, April 8, 12:00 pm ET - Tessa Spencer, National Records of Scotland

Learn about the wealth of documents searchable through Scotlands People, including the kirk session and other church 
court records from the Church of Scotland, which are now available to view online for the first time.
This talk will look at this diverse material, including some interesting and surprising examples, explaining what the records 
are and how you can access and use them for genealogical research.  
The live broadcast is free for all to attend.

Click here to register.
About the Presenter
Tessa Spencer is an archivist at the National Records of Scotland (NRS).
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Please remember to donate to the Flower Fund when you can...we cherish our members and 
want to reach out in times of illness and bereavement. Donations can be placed in the open 
Bible on the stage when we get back to the Hall, but in the meantime, Donations can be made 
on our Donate Website.
If you hear of a member in need, please send an email to secondvp@detroitscots.com.

 FLOWER FUND ELIGIBILITY & NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE
The St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit Executive Board has agreed to the following: 

ELIGIBILITY:
• Death of member or spouse receives flowers at funeral home. If late, send to the home.
• Death of other immediate family members, member receives card (i.e., father, mother, child).
• Member is hospitalized, flowers are sent to the hospital, or, if released, to the home. Spouse receives card if

hospitalized. Hospitalization covers surgery, whether emergency or planned; birth of baby; illness.

NOTIFICATION:
• Member or representative should send an email to secondvp@detroitscots.com. Officer (2nd VP or President)

will gather pertinent details and determine whether or not member wishes information to be sent out in an Eblast.
• Officer will notify Flower Coordinator, Pam Thomson, who will send flowers/card as appropriate.
• Flower arrangements not to exceed $70+delivery for a funeral and $50+delivery for a hospital. If member

designates charity in lieu of flowers, Flower Coordinator Pam Thomson will notify the Society Treasurer.
• Officer also will notify FLING Editor (if message is to be Eblast), Society Chaplain, and Membership Secretary for

Society records.  If event has already taken place, this procedure will still be followed.

FLOWER FUND NOTICE

In Our Thoughts & Prayers
Member & Trustee George Boyd recently returned home from a trip to the hospital.
Member Dick Fromm has been ill for quite some time. Please keep Dick and his wife 
Nancy, also Member & Trustee, in your prayers and thoughts.
Member Jan McDonald has been suffering with ongoing vertigo.
Peg Dunlop, member and past Executive & Trustee, had surgery recently.  If you would 
like to send her a card, her correct home address is:  8423 Weil, Centerline, MI  48015
Member David Stout's wife, Mary, is recovering from knee surgery. 
Member Martha Hunter is in need of our prayers. Please keep her and her family in your 
thoughts and prayers for healing at the loss of her son. She asks that memorial donations be 
made to St. Jude's, in his memory.

Member Micki McFarlane would like to send her thanks to all of those who sent the beautiful cards and well wishes, 
which really helped with her recovery. She also thanks the Society for the lovely Spring flower bouquet.   
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Off the Shelf… News about the Charles S. Low Memorial Library 

It is with mixed emotions that I write that Cathy and Cliff Les, are moving to Sacramento California. Cliff will be taking a 
position as an associate veterinarian at the Sacramento Cat Hospital where he begins May 1st. They will be driving to 
California on April 9th with a cat in each vehicle and right behind the movers. The move will bring them close to where 
they lived before coming to Michigan and closer to their families who are all in California. The Library Committee is hoping 
that Cathy will continue to be a part of the Library that she played such an important part in getting us to where we are 
today. She brought her experience and knowledge to the Library at just the right time. Nancy Waters will lead the April 
Book Club meeting in Cathy’s absence, with a final decision by Cathy for the June meeting. We wish both Cathy and Cliff 
much happiness and success with their move and new career. 
The Library Committee has been working on several projects which are in various stages of discussion and roll out. The 
first Titled “Scot’s Tale” will be short 5-minute recordings. It may be a short anecdote related to St. Andrew’s Society, 
Scottish culture/history, or Scottish-American culture/History. We want and need to capture these stories before they are 
lost forever. We are in the process of having several members run through the process before making it available to the 
entire membership.
The next project is the result of Doug Reith’s suggestion to the Library to expand the current successful Low Library Book 
Club and have something for the children. The Library is looking at several ways to involve children along with the 
possibility of including parents and grandparents. This may also include children readings in the Library multiple times a 
year along with making the books available to the children when they are in the Kilgour Centre.
The Library Committee has been talking about having an Open House to highlight some of the new items as well as all 
that is available to members and the community. We are reaching out to the Executive Committee for a possibility of a 
Society wide open house.
The committee is in the beginning stages of making a couple of physical updates, to make the Library more inviting to the 
membership and those visiting the Kilgour Centre.
Lastly a potential project was discussed that could partner us with students from local Universities that are working on 
their degree in Library Science. 
All these projects are exciting and continue to expand what the Library has to offer for the membership and the 
community. If you would like to be a part of all that is going on, please talk to one of the Library Committee members or 
send an email to Library@detroitscots.com. 

Library Hours: 
Please call or email to see when the Library is open due to the closing of the building.

     Email:  library@detroitscots.com     Web Page: https://detroitscots.com/library/

Library Staff:
Julie Bartoy, Ann Brown, Maryann Clark, Marge Cowan, Sharon Cross, Faith Frederick, Nan Fromm, Irene Hall, Stuart 
Kennedy, Maureen Lipovsky, Cathy McCullough Les, Nancy Waters, 
Dennis Clements (Chair)    
Honorary Member:  Dick Fromm        Contributors: Linda Davenport
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Off the Shelf… News about the Charles S. Low Memorial Library 

The Low Library Book Club:  Cathy McCullough Les - Chair
Our next meeting will be on April 12 at 5:30pm. 
We will be discussing Sunset Song by Lewis Grassic Gibbon. 

Here is a description:
Faced with the choice between her harsh farming life and the seductive but distant world of 
books and learning, the spirited Chris Guthrie decides to remain in her rural community. But 
as the devastation of the First World War leaves her life-and community-in tatters, she must 
draw strength from what she loves and endure, like the land she loves so intensely. Brutal 
and beautiful, passionate, and powerful, Sunset Song is a moving portrait of a declining way 
of life and an inspirational celebration of the human spirit. And in Chris Guthrie, Grassic 
Gibbon has given us one of literature's most unforgettable heroines. It has been voted 
Scotland’s favorite novel, beating titles including JK Rowling’s first Harry Potter story to the 
top spot (The Guardian, 18 October 2016).

Please contact Cathy McCullough Les at library@detroitscots.com to receive your link for the meeting. Please visit the 
Book Club at https://detroitscots.com/library/book-club/

Our Zoom Trivia & Games Nights 

Our March Trivia Night was one of challenging questions and much enjoyed by those attending.  We covered subjects 
such as Scottish Music Trivia, Michigan Rock-n-Roll, and Scotland Yesterday & Today.  Congratulations to our winners: 
Ann Campbell, Bob & Louise Giles, Bruce Gray, Dave Martin, Kelly Hemmerling, Claudia Scott, and Patty McKinnon.
Our next Games Night will be held on Thursday, April 29th.  We are asking for suggestions on what Games we can 
play in our Virtual world.  Our next Trivia Night will be on Thursday, May 27th, and two of our topics have been chosen:  
Motown & Scottish Dress.  Thank yous go to Van Rohr and Patty McKinnon for volunteering.  We still need one more 
topic!  
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Get your company in the Fling! 

For $20 you can place an ad in the Fling. 
See last page in this Fling or

Email the Fling Editor at  

flingeditor@detroitscots.com 
for an advertisement form! Help support the SASD. It is free!

Just use the following link to log into 
Amazon: 

Amazon Smile 

0.5% of the value of your purchase(s) goes 
toward the SASD! 

Cumulative Donations to date:  
$719.96 

Latest Donation:  $61.87

Do You Shop Amazon?

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES FOR 2021
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Located at the Kilgour Scottish 
Centre

2363 Rochester Road Troy, MI  
48083 Phone:  248.526.1849 
kilgour@detroitscots.com

The Highland Fling is produced by:
Shelby Brown Rohr, Communications 
Director flingeditor@detroitscots.com

We’re on the Web! 

detroitscots.com 

detroitscots.com/kilgour

highlandgames.com 

Founded in the year 1849, St. Andrew's Society of 
Detroit is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and is 
the oldest benevolent organization in the State of 
Michigan. Our mission is to provide assistance to 
fellow Scots and to encourage the love of 
Scotland through its history, customs, music, 
literature, and national games. 

 April Birthdays
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ST. ANDREW'S SOCIETY OF DETROIT 

THE DETROIT SCOTS 
DETROIT....._ 

SCOTS 
Membership Application 

Please print all information. This information will be included in the annual membership directory. 
Complete in full, sign and date, mail with application fee of $65 to: 

Membership Secretary at 2363 Rochester Rd, Troy, Michigan 48083. 

Name ____________________ _ Date of Birth ____________ _ 

Address ________________ City, State ZIP _______________ _ 

Home Phone _____________ Cell Phone __________________ _ 

Prefened email address---------------------------------

Pla ·e of birth ______ _ Clan Affiliation (i.f known) __________________ _ 

Please give name, relationship & place of birth of a direct ancestor (if known) ______________ _ 

This is how I want my name to appear on my name badge ____________________ _ 

Occupation ____________ _ Employer ___________________ _ 

How did you hear about us? ______________________________ _ 

Sponsor Name ------------�lf you need a sponsor, please contact Rosemary Newton 248 .229 .9236 

Emergency Contacf: Name _______________ _ Phone ____________ _ 

General Membership meetings are held on the first Monday of each month ex ept for July & August or on the second 
Monday when the first Monday is a National holiday. 

ANNUAL EVE TS & ACTIVITIES 
January - Bums' Night 

April - Tartan Day - April 6 
August - Highland Games & Ceilidh 

December - SI. Andrew's Day Holiday 
Annual Tartan Ball 

PLEASE CIRCLE YOUR AREAS 
OF INTEREST 

Games 
Benevolence 

Genealogy Social Events 
Library Culturnl Acri vi ties 

Other ______ _ 

To the Officers and Members of the St. Andrett1 's Society of Detroit: Being of Scottish birth or lineage, I wish to become a 
member o

f 

your Society. I promise to be faithful and loyal to the Society, to conform to its Constitution and By-Laws and 
do a.II in my power to further its aims and objectives. 

APPLICANT'S SIG ATURE _______________ _ DATE _______ _ 

For Membership Secretary: 

Application received: ____ _ Fee ____ _ Elected:_____ Notified _______ _ 

Initiated ______ _ Membership umber ___ _ Dues Received____ Amount ___ _
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FLING ADVERTISEMENT FORM 
Business Name: ______________________________________________________ 
Business Address: ____________________________________________________ 

             ____________________________________________________ 
Business Phone: ________________________________________ 
Business Website: ______________________________________ 
Information about the business (attach description or business card):   
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Which month(s):______________________________________________________________ 
$20 Payment (business card ad) □ Check  □ Cash    □ Credit Card 
$30 Payment (1/4 page ad)    □ Check   □ Cash  □ Credit Card 
$50 Payment (half page ad – only one per month):  □ Check   □ Cash  □ Credit Card 
Make Check out to the St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit 
Mail completed form and check to: St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit, Attn Fling Editor, 2363 Rochester Road, Troy, MI 48083 
FOR EDITOR USE ONLY 

Month:  □ January   □ February   □ March   □ April   □ May   □ June    □ September    □ October 
□ November   □ December                                  PAID $__________ 
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